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From Brigspigr Genera Str Joun, Matcorm, to Jouw Anam, Esq., 
~Chief Secretary to Government,—(dated Camp Mhow, the 22nd 

September 1818.) 

I nave the honor to enclose two Reports from my Ae 
sistant, Lieutenant Alexander MacDonald, on the Staté of 
Dhar, to which place I detached that Officer upwards of two 

’ months ago for the purpose of obtaining that full informa- 
tion which I judged necessary before I ventured to recom-_ 
mend those measures that appeared best calculated to reclaim 
from its present state of anarchy and poverty that distracted 
country. How ably Lieutenant MacDonald has perform- 
ed the task assigned him the Governor General will 
judge from the perusal of his Reports, which leave nothing 
to ‘be wished for, as far as information is concerned, t6 

" enable Government to come to a final decision upon t this ” 

subject. Tt rémains only for me to take a view of f the 

substance of the Reports to de#ail what has passed between - 
me and the Minister of Maena Baee, Bapoo Rughoonauth, 
and T% fecoramend the plan that appears the best adapted 
to restore order in the first place, te ‘provide for its preser~ 
vation in the second, atid lastly, to give to the Local Autho- 
rity of the country in question that sKape, character, and 
consistency-which are necessary to enable it to be useful in 

' prom®ting the objects we have in view from this settlement. 
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2. Lieutenant MacDonald’s first Report contains an 
account of the Powar family and a short notice of those 
" vicissitudes which increased and diminished their possess- 
ions, and of the different changes of authority that have 
taken place in the latter, the more recent of which are 
interesting, particularly the usurpation of the Distiict-of 
Kooksee and the tribute of Allee by the Mukraum Chief 
Moozaffir, in combination with Kurreem Borah, : a- rebel 
Officer of the powerless State of Dhar. This usurvation 
has continued for 10 years, but that length of @ossession, 
so- far from giving the persons by whom it was originally 
made any claim to consideration, has only added to the 
necessity of their expulsion, as the countries over which 
they exercise control as well as those in their vicinity have 
been rendered almost desolate by their injustice and rapa- : 
-city ; and the forcible detention of Chikulda, the jagheer of 
Beemah Baee, by Moozaffir, incrgases the urgenty of an early 
interference to rescue from his misrule the districts over 
which his influence has been established: in doing this I 
apprehend some difficulty, but I shall revert to this subject 
hereafter. 


You will remark from this Report that the districts 
actually remaining to the Powars: of Dhar produce but a 
trifle of revenue: that fami indeed, before the recession 
of Budnawur by Scindiah, could only maintain: itself by 
plundering ; its name enabled it to borrow mopeéy and’Taise 
Tevies, but as it never ould-add permanently to the extent, 
of its territory, this course has had the natural result of 
involving it in debt both “to Sowcars and its troops. 
A great proportion of the latter have, however, either been 
discharged, or have dispersed themselves, and tlfe lo&d of 
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arrears is, in consequence, much diminished from the large 
amount stated in the Report from the information com- 
municated by the Dhar Government, and which I deem 
they have purposely exaggerated. The debt to the Sowcars 
they may have also rated higher than it actually is, but still 
it is*far beyoud any means this State can ever have of 
repaying: its origin and progress will be noticed. 


4, ‘The account of the Bheels in the first Report is 
curious s»d interesting. The most arduous part of this 
arrangement will be the establishment of a system calculated 
to reform, by an amelioration of their condition and by the 
limitation of their range of plunder, this miserable people, 
which must under every advantage be a work of much 
time and difficulty, but it is essential to the permanent 
tranquillity of the country. 


5. The details contained in the 2nd Report, of the 
actual state, the revenue, population, productions, land 
tenures, local institutions, and the internal management 
of the country 6f Dhar and its dependent and neighbour- 
ing districts7f deem most valuable as furnishing the only 
materials on which we can with safety procced to a settle- 
ment. We can judge from the full statement the amount 
of existing evil and the obstacles to reform, and conjecture 
with tolerable accuracy the benefit which we may entinpete 
from success in our efforts. 


6. Bapoo Rughdinauth came here about a week ago to 
see me: I found him, as he-had been represented, a clear- 
headed, intelligent man, with much knowledge of the world; 
he lead, fom his previous communications with Lieutenant 
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MacDonald, been perfectly prepared for entering wpon 
business at once; he seemed quite sensible to the wretched 
condition of the petty State the affairs of which he adminis- 
ters, showed no disposition to evade questions connected 
with its reform, and professed, as he has done from the first, 
his perfect willingness to become the instrument of combin- 
ing the restoration to prosperity of the State of Dhar gvith 
the plans that I was pursuing for the general establishatent 
of order and good government over this part of Malwa, 
b . "er 

7. I cannot better detail my sentiments upon the mode 
in which this is to be effected than by stating the purport of, 
what I said to Bapoo Rughoonauth at our first conference.” 
I commenced by telling him that it was essential to our 
understanding each other that I should mention every fact 
gonnected with the subject in the plainest manner: when. 
Anund Rao Powar died about eleven years ago, I observed, 
his widow, the present regent, had thrown herself on thes. 
Gaekwar Government, and subsequently by the adoption of 
the son of her sister at Baroda had confirmed the ascendancy 
of a party at that Court, of which Seetaram Rowjee (now an 
Ex-Minister) was the head. That party, I added, had con- 
sidered the support of the adopted son of Maena Baee as g 
political speculation, and Seetaram evinced the deep interest 
his fears or his ambition led him to take in the arrangement 
by sending his brother, Succaram Chimnajee, with a consider- 
able Force to establish the authority of Maena Bgee. ‘Large 
sams were also expcndett in the same effort, and in them the , 
debts of the Dhar Government now brought forward originat- * 
ed. When Succaram Chimnaje died, about eight years ago, 
you (I continued to Bapoo Rughoonauth) succeeded to his 
power, and your life has been since pastin a contiftued 
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struggle to support the name (for nothing else was left) of the 
present Prince of Dhar. The course you pursued, I added, was 
that of a plunderer, for, till the desire of conciliating your 
Chief led Scindiah to restore Budnawur and promise Bir- 
seeah, your revenues were not above sixty thousand Rupees 
per annum, aad you maintained an Army of between three 
and gour thousand men. There was nothing, I told Bapoo 
Ru8hoogauth, in the pretensions of either the regent or 
her agopted son at Dhar in their past history, or even in 
his more recent attentign to my desire that he should 
disband his troops (which he obviously did as much from 
alarm as any other motive), that could constitute the 
‘slightest claim upon the British Government; he must 
expect, therefore, that if the State of which he was Minis- 
t&r desired our support, that would be given on no terms 
‘,but such as strictly accorded with our interests. If we, 
found that the State of Dhar could be- used as an instru- 
ment in restoring order and tranquillity over a tract which 
was now almost desolate and infested with plunderers, it 
would certainly suit our views to give our aid in the 
accomplishment of this object; but to obtain this good we 
were not dispoSed (or he had long deceived himself by expect- 
ing we would,) to commence by unsettling other arrange- 
ments. It wa’ quite impossible, I said, that either Augur, 
Dug, Gungraur, Taul, Mundawul, or any other of the ancient 
possessions of the Dhar family (now in the hands of our 
allies); could ever be restored. He could take no retrospect, 
wi said, to such claims, and the Condition i in which we foune~ 
* Malwa imperiously required that we should lay down some 
principle that would put mirds to rest‘upon this subject ; 
and the great change that took place in our relations to 
the ehicfe States of the Province at the conclusion of the 
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Treaty of Mundisoor made that the natural epoch. for 
putting a period to all discussions regarding territories 
previously usurped. With regard to Birseeah, which we 
retained, and which we had taken from the Pindarrees, the 
Governor General could acknowledge no claim founded on 
Scindiah’s recession of it; but he was disposed (if the 
conduct of the State of Dhar was such as to meri* the 
boon,) to grant them this Province as a freé gift-Srour the 
English Government, but he could expect, if this- took 
place, that an arrangement would be made to secure the 
benefits which the efforts of the British arms had lately 
obtained by establishing order in that district which had. 
long, from the weakness and laxity of the Local Government, 
been infested with bands of robbers, who not only disturbed 
ifs peace, but that of the adjacent territories. 


8. ‘With regard to the debts to Sowcars and arrears to 
the troops, the amount, I observed, was so totally dispro- 
portioned to any revenue Dhar either now possessed, or 
would at any future period expect to obtain, that I consi- 
dered any attempt at their liquidation out of the question. 
The State was bankrupt, and here I alluded to the origin 
of the Baroda debts, telling Bapoo Rughoonauth that, with 
every consideration for his feelings, and te gratitude he~ 
owed to those who had been the cause of his rise, no 
communication with Seetaram or with any party in the 
Gaekwar State could be permitted. The connection, ‘except 

in points relating to rere family ties, must be altogether 
broken; it was as inconsistent with the interests of Dhar as it 
was with ours that’such an intercourse should continue under 
any shape. I warned him to give this matter his most serious 
reflection, and to impress it upon Maena Baee, who, F had 

7 i 
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understood, acted much under the influence of her friends at 
Baroda and was entirely surrounded by persons from that 
Capital. I concluded by informing Bapoo Rughoonauth that ' 
after these explanations I was prepared to enter upon an 
arrangement under the following general conditions, viz.— 

‘1st.—That the British Government should consider Dhar 
as a Fpgndent State and grant it protection. 

Qnd.Thet Moozaffir should be expelled from Kooksee 
and Alfee, the authority of Ramchunder Rao Powar estab- | 
lished in the former, and the tribute of the latter restored. 


8rd.—That measures should be taken for effecting a 
settlement with or bringing into subjection such of the 
Rangree Chieftains of Budnawur as might continue refrac. 
tofy. 

4th—That Birseeah should be given to the Powar 
provided other arrangements were satisfactorily adjusted, 
such measures adopted and such terms settled for the 
fature administration of that Province as should be ap- 
proved by the British Government. 


5th.—That, in consequence of the expenses to which the 
- British Government might be exposed, the Government 
of>Dhar was to cede to that State its claims of trihute 
upon Doongerpoor and Banswarra. 


These claims, I added, though just and admitted, were 
never collected but after an expenditure of double the 
amount; the cession, therefore. of this’ point was rather 
again than a loss, while the #,-tish Government required 
it, as hereafter it might suit it, policy to settle these dis- 
tracted countries; and on that account it was an object to 
obtaiai the right in question. 
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6lh.—That the State of Dhar should acknowledge the 
supremacy of the British Government, and not enter into 
any engagements nor hold communication with any other 
State (except on points referring to mere family relations) 
either through the medium of Vakeels or others. 


7th.—That a body of Horse and Foot proportionate to 
the annual receipts of the Dhar State should be “nain- 
tained, and the services of such part of this quota as van be 
spared from purposes of internal management be at the call 
of the British Government. 


9. Bapoo Rughoonauth listened with great attention 
to what I said, and, after requiring some explanation, replied 
in a short but very satisfactory manner :—My accounts of 
the actual condition of the Powar State of Dhar were, he 

- observed, perfectly correct, and particularly as they related 
to its connection with Baroda; but events had completely 
put an end to that, and the nominal State of Dhar (for it 
was hardly more) was a ready material for the British 
Government to shape in such a manner as it pleased ; and 
all interested in its welfare must readily subscribe to any 
arrangement that preserved its existence and respectability. 
There was one point on which he insisted~for some time: 
the Powar family had, he said, though greatly reduced, a 
consideration from their former rank, which, whilst it gave 
them means of being useful, could add (locally at least) to 
the reputation of the British Government, whose efforts to 

~restare this fallen family to-prosper*ty and power could be 
referred to no cause but > desire to support those whose 
claims were the most ligitim. te; and the singular example 
that our conduct on this occasion afforded of the absence of 
every wish to extend our own possessions would, he con- 
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tinued, dissipate much alarm and diffuse a confidence that 
would greatly increase our strength and promote the wise 
and liberal object of our policy, that of establishing the 
general tranquillity of the country. 


19. With vegard to the debts, Bapoo Rughoonauth 
said that Lieutenant MacDonald had gone very fully into 
that ens creryother subject, and here he produced a paper 
which hat bem drawn up, exhibiting the particular dates 

on which they had been contracted, the persons from 
whom the money was borrowed, and the amount, including 
interest, to one or two principal creditors. To this he added. 
én accSunt of arrears to troops and public servants, dividing 
what was due-on old accounts, to which the claims had 
almost become obsolete, from those demands that were 
more recent. He added, he was perfectly aware that the State 
of Dhar was completely bankrupt, and that it could never * 
suit the policy of a Government like the British, who proposed 
to elevate and employ it as an instrument in preserving 
peace, to allow the small revenue it enjoyed to be diverted | 
to another country and paid to disbanded troops in liqui- 
_dation of debtsaand arrears, but still he trusted a sponge 
would not be applied to the whole. “He then produced a 
sevond paper which he had previously shown to Lieutenant 
MacDonald: in that the principal of the real bond fide 
debts were five lakhs and thirty-six thousand two hundred 
and forty-four Rupees (5,36, 244), and the arrears to public 
servants and troops about one lakh gnd,a half (1,50,000). 
He appears to think that the latter might be settled for 
one lakh and as may men discharged as it was deemed 
necessary, While with regard to the former he made a dis- 
tinctjpn petween those which had been contracted at 
« b 
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Baroda and the advances more recently made in Malwa: 
with the particulars of the former loan, he said, he was per- 
sonally little acquainted, and suggested as the best mode of 
ascertaining their amount and nature that Captain Carnan, 
Resident at Baroda, should be written to, and he would be 
able, through the medium of Myputrow Rughponauth, uncle 
to Seetaram, and others, to give every information upon this 
subject, when such a settlement could be made as eared 
practicable considering the reduced condition‘of th’? Govern- 
ment. According to his statement, which was taken from 
the Dufter, the principal of this debt amounted to four lakhs 
eighty-nine thousand and seventy-seven Rupees and thirteen 
annas (4,89,077-18), but this might be incorrect, afid-thé 
sum might be found on investigation to be less; under 
any circumstances, he conceived that the payment of four (4) 
annas in the Rupee would be as much as could be expected. 
“He was, however, much more anxious about the debts 
recently contracted to Sowcars who still continued to stip- 
port them, and to whom (as they had as yet collected but 
a trifle of revenue from Budnawur,) the Rajah and his 
adherents were actually at this moment indebted for the 
means of their daily subsistence. The sum due to those 
Sowears (Rupees 47,267) was entirely independent of the 
Baroda connection, and it was to them the-State must for 
some time look for pecuniary support; he therefore trusted 
a payment of four annas, and even more if possible, should 
be made to these creditors. This arrangement was, he said, 
very essential for the credit of the young "Prince, the 
Regent Baee, and himself. - _ . 

11. The greatest part of those, he said, who advanced 

this money were so hopeless of recovering any. of their 


e 
me 
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property, that they would, he knew, be grateful for this act 
of consideration. He must look to the English Govern- 
ment, in the first instance, for effecting their settlement, 
and that it might, in any manner it chose, provide for a 
re-payment as early as possible. It remained for us to fix, 
with sthe fulhknowledge we had of the resources of the 
counjry, what was hereafter to be expended, and he pledged 
himsel£,to be the faithful minister of our wishes in this 
particglar. 


12. Bapoo Rughoonauth further informed me that he 
had come prepared to urge a reconsideration of the measures 
‘which’ had confirmed the alienation of Taul, Mundawul, 
and other Provinces from Dhar, but what I had said regard- 
ikg the impossibility of renewing such points was conclusive, 
and they should never again be mentioned by him. Sub- 
sequently, however, to this conversqtion, he communicated” 
to me that the Court of Scindiah had evinced some inclina- 
tion to restore the Pergunnah of Augur to the Powars, 
and dropped.a hint expressive of his hope that there would 
be no objections on our part to such a measure. I recom- 
mended him by no means to cherish this expectation, adding 
that, whatever promises might be made by Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, nothing would influence that ruler to alienate the 
district in question but our. interference or a desire to 
prevent the State of Dhar seeking our alliance. The former, 
for reasons, already explained, was impossible, and with 
respect to the latter, it was for Bapeo Rughoonauth to_ 
judge, after weighing the subject maturely, whether ér not 
it was the interest of his master to accept our friendship on 
the terms offered, and with a full knowledge that it would 
be an imperative condition of any engagements we conclud- 
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ed that he should neither send nor receive Vakeels, nor hold 
intercourse with any other Government, with the exception 
already particularized, of points connected with mere family 
matters. To these observations he replied by saying, he 
would urge the subject no further, as he was quite satisfied 
that the State he served could only exist unéer the protec- 
tion of the English Government, and it had no aption, 
therefore, but a compliance with every wish of the /fPavernor 
General. 7 : 


18. With regard to Birseeah, Scindiah had desired, 
Bapoo Rugheonauth remarked, to have the merit of reced- 
ing that Province the same as Budnawur, and had aétually 
granted,a letter of release, or chor chittee (this is annexed 
to the Report No. 1), but he was perfectly sensible, if Mis 
Prince ever recovered it, he would be exclusively indebted 

“to the generosity of the British Government; he expressed 
his readiness to be entirely guided by our advice on all 
points relative to its future management. In conversing 
upon this subject I hinted at a plan that I had.often before 
thought of, which was prevailing upon Scindiah by the 
restoration of Birseeah to cede to the Powkr Government 
the tribute of Amjerah, the district of Dicthan, and the 
small tracts of Baug, Tanda, and Bancaneer, which are 
mixed with the Dhar possessions and lie upon the road 
between this and Guzerat. The enclosed Statement, No. 3, 
will show the present and former value of these. possessions 
with a comparative cecount of that of Birsceah, and T 
annex a sketch of the territory of Dhar and the districts 
in its vicinity, which will at one glance show the position of 
the places to which I have alluded; they are all on the 
road to Baroda by Chota Oodeypoor, anid are at present with 
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the exception of Dicthan), from being wholly neglected, mere 
harbours for thieves. Amjerah is in the hands of some 
plundering Arabs, and Tanda was recently purchased by 
Moorajee Punt, an Officer of Scindiah who now holds it, 
for Rupees 11,000 from some refractory Puthans, who, 
having rendered themselves independent of the Chief of 
Bhopawur, in whose service they were, and who was the 
forméreccupart of Tanda, disposed of the district for the 
paymegt of their arrears; Bancaneer is the jagheer of 
Maen Singh Rao Patunkur, a marriage connection of 
Scindiah’s; and Baug, which is also his, is rented by Ram 
Rao Pundit. These possessions whilst under the autho- 
rity of Scindiah, separated as they are from his other 
territories and granted in jagheer, must, I fear, remain a 
sePious obstacle to the complete establishment of a safe 
and easy communication with Guzerat (an object both in a 


commercial and military point of view of much import- ; 


ance), while the transfers of these places to Dhar would 
consolidate its territories and make it more efficient to all 
the duties of a dependent ally, and afford the fairest 
prospect, not only of this communication being rendered 
safe, but of the* general improvement of the countries, an 
union of authority being requisite for the subjugation 
of the Bheels and other plunderers with whom the whole 
of this tract is infested. 


14. The answer of Bapoo Rughoonauth to my obser- 
vations upon this subject satisfied me I+was not wrong in 
my opinion. Birseeah, “he said, was a favorite possession 
of the Powar family,°and now that it was under the pro- 
tection of the British Government, he had no doubt it 
woulé in @ few years attain its former value and be worth 
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~ 


14 REPORT UPON THE DHAR STATE. 


one lakh and twenty thousand Rupees, a higher revenue 
than ever the places I had mentioned could be expected to 
produce; but the amount of collection, though a great 
object to a poor State, was not so great as to counter: 
balance the manifest advantages to be derived from the 
consolidation of territory which would result from the 
arrangement I had suggested. With Amjerah, Djcthan, 
and the other places I had particularized (noneef ‘vhich 
were beyond two days’ journey from Dhar), he wonld not 
only be able quickly to reduce the Bheels to order and 
establish the security of the road to Guzerat, but he should ° 
be sanguine of restoring to their former prosperity countries 

which had been desolate for thirty years; and this’ was 

impossible, he added, while every effort was opposed by 

a weak or a jealous neighbour, whose interest or. reseit- 

ment led him to protect those whom his: real interests 

required him to punish: this was precisely the case 

between Dhar and Amjerah, which were only fifteen miles 

distant from each other; the rulers of these towns had, 

he concluded, opposed with success their mutual prosperity 

ever since he could remember. I do not, however, deem 

the advantage to be derived from this arrafigement of that 

magnitude as to justify its being pressed upon the Court of 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah should that show any dislike to the 

measure, but from the wishes Scindiah has continually 

evinced te obtain Birseeah, and the little revenue and abun- 

dant trouble he has from his territories near Dhar, I should * 

- conclude the exchange might be effected if we deem it politic 

to urge it; but this may be a question: I shall state shortly 

the most forcible of the objections that occur to my mind. 


15. The view I have taken will show all the beneft that 


ce 
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may be safely calculated upon from the project in question, 
but allowing to these their full weight, it still remains to 
be considered whether they are of such a nature as to 
counterbalance the inconvenience that might arise from 
the transfer of such a Province like Birseeah, in the very 
centre pf Malwa, to the power of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
without adverting to the present ¢fcumstances of that 
Statee which would be a great obstacle to the preserva- 
tion of order and good government in the district; and 
merely regarding it in a Military point of view, the occu- 
pation of such a position”as Birseeah by us or by our 
dependent ally, the Nawab -of Bopal, may be considered 
of much importance; and great as are the disadvantages of 
Scindiah’s retaining the possessions near Dhar, the introduc- 
tids of his authority into Birseeah may, perhaps, be thought 
likely to produce heavier evils by making an inlet in that 
quarter for that anarchy and disorder which it has been ~ 
our object to expel: these, however, are considerations for 
the Most Noble the Governor General when fully informed 
of every view in which the subject can be contemplated. 
Tt.is, indeed, not impossible that means may be suggested 
for consolidating the Territory of Dhar without a sacrifice 
so serious as that of the peace and good government of the 
Province of Birseeah. 


16. Bapoo Rughoonauth dwelt with much earnest- 


“ness and anxiety on the loss of the Powar possessions in 


the Deccan, and expressed his hope that the jagheer, 
together with the Mokassa on certain other villages, might be 
restored, observing at the same time that in this jagheer 
was the native village of the family of which they were 
heredigary Puteyls. I entirely discouraged this expectation, 
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reminding him that the jagheer was conferred upon Anund 
Rao the first by a grant from the Peishwa, by whom it 
was several years ago transferred to Rugherao Apa Oreekur. 


17. With regard to the claims for tribute upon 
Banswarra and Doongerpoor, Bapoo Rughoopauth said that 
his Prince would most“willingly surrender them to remynerate 
the British Government for the expenses incident to the 
protection it gave them; the rights of the Powars of 
Dhar to that, he added, had never been disputed, and he 
had collected part of it last year. He, however, admitted 
that the charges of the, collection always exceeded the 
receipts, but these expeditions, he continued, became orie 
of the principal means by which a predatory State, such as 
that of which he is Minister, had supported its troops; she 
latter had not only free quarters, but plundered the country 
indiscriminately, and, while tolerated in such excesses, were 
not urgent for pay. 


18. I proposed to Bapoo Rughoonauth that, if the Most 
Noble the Governor General approved of the terms I had 
offered, and authorized me to grant him tke immediate aid 
of one lakh of Rupees for the payment of the arrears of 
the troops and Officers of Government, and to settle for 
the discharge in two years, by instalments of six months’ 
interval, of four annas in the Rupee, or more if possible, 
of the principal of the debt to the Sowcars, to effect which, 
if the statement of the Baroda debts be correct, nearly one 
lakh and a half more will be requisite, the Province of 
Birseeah should be assigned to us" for a period of four 
years, commencing with the month Cheyt of Ara of Bukur, 
“Mutjeet 1876, corresponding with March a. p. 1819, Its 
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revenue before that date, I told him, we must appropriate 
in payment of the expenses we had incurred: to all this 
he assented, and proposed that the settlement with the 
creditors and the payment of the arrears of the troops should 
be made after enquiries that perfectly convinced me of the 
accuracy of tha facts he had stated, and that the more we 
interfayed in the detail of this arrangement, the more 
satisfactory it would be to him and to all the parties 
concerned. 


19. The first measure to be taken is the expulsion of 


* Moozaffir, which is alike necessary on account of his usur- 


pation on the Holkar Government and on that of Dhar, and 
his general connection with all the plunderers on the road 
bétween: Malwa and Guzerat. I have summoned him either 
to attend in person or to send,a confidential Agent to me 
immediately. I shall hear all he has to say, and if he con- 
sent to evacuate the districts he has re-usurped in a peace- 
able manner, I shall allow him to do so; otherwise I must 
adopt measures to reduce him. He has about 700 Muk- 
raunies, but no strongholds, and if deprived of Kooksee and 
other places fromm which he draws‘ his resources, his followers 
will no doubt soon disperse; they cannot, like the Native 
Bheels, maintain for any period a warfare in the jungles. 


20. “Bhe revenues of Dhar upon our recovering Kook- 
see and the tribute of Allee and settling Budnawur will be 
nearly one lakh and fifty thousand Repees per annum; in 
four or five years’ peace it will realize a little more than 
two lakhs, and when*the District of Birseeah is restored, 
the total of the collections of this little State will 
amount to three lakhs and twenty or thirty thousand 
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Rupees. At present it could not, affer deducting Rupees 
40,000 per annum for the expenses of the Court and Civil 
Officers, maintain more than 180 Horse and 450 Foot, the 
sum necessary for which will amount to one lakh and eight 
thousand Rupees. These troops would be all required to 
preserve the peace of the country, but in a few years, when 
the revenues are increased, - this quota could be at least 
doubled, and the services of its soldiers would be Yery use- 
ful, particularly as convoys between Malwa and Guzgrat. 


* 91, Bapoo Rughoonauth begged I would grant hima ° 
perwannah, from which the people of the country might ° 
understand that the State of Dhar was under British pro- 
tection, a circumstance which would operate as an induce- 
ment to the immediate return of those who had fled frém 
their native villages. -As he further stated that the effects 
of this notification would be accelerated by its immediate 
issue, it being now sowing time, I complied with his request,. 
and furnished him with a perwannah, of which I enclose a 
translation. 


22. When Lieutenant MacDonald was at Dhar the 
Rajah of Amjerah entreated with much solicitude that the 
assistance of the British Government might be afforded to 
enable him to deliver his territories from the vexatious and 
oppressive authority of the Arabs: since then letters have 
been received from that Chief and from his Minister to a 
similar purport ; the latter at the same time requesting per- 
mission to pay me a visit, which I have granted. Should 
the observation of any general principle with regard to the 
expulsion of the Arabs ever lead us (as I think it probably 
may) to interfere both at Amjerah and Jabooah, where also 
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they have assumed an equal control, and are alike the 
enemies of the tranquillity and good government. of the 
country, the measure will add to the necessity of an 
arrangement that would give us more direct authority. over 
the small tracts held by Scindiah in this quarter. 
Perhaps, if the proposal of exchange is not adopted, 
the mpst advisable method to effect an end so desirable 
would be the suggesting to that ruler the expediency 
of renting these territories under. the guarantee of the 
British Government to the Dhar Chief, who would be most 
happy to gain possession of the country on these terms: to 
this, perhaps, Scindiah would not object, as no longer than 
eight or nine months ago an offer of-the same kind was 
made to Bapoo Rughoonauth, who was deterred from 
advepting it by the difficulties which the turbulence of 
Beema Baee threw in his way. 


23. I am entirely indebted for the power I have 
obtained of judging of the best mode of making a settle- 
ment with Dhar, and of taking measures to preserve the 
peace of the surrounding districts, to the very ample informa- 
tion obtained by my Assistant, Lieutenant MacDonald, 
who has expressed to me his strong sense of obligation to 
Captain Dangerfield, of the Survey branch, who was with 
him at Dhar, and-to whose enquiries into the condition of 
the Bheels and the states of the country which he had 
surveyed he considers himself particularly indebted. It is 
also as much to the honor of Lieutenant MacDonald, as to 
the advantage of the public interests, that he has personally 
obtained the complet? confidence of Bapoo Rughoonauth, 
and of all with whom he has had Intercourse at Dhar, 
and the gircumstance has facilitated beyond all others my 


20 REPORT UPON THE DHAR STATE. 


progress towards a settlement, which will, I trust, be deemed 
satisfactory and beneficial by the Most Noble” the Governor 
General. 


DHAR REPORT.—No. 1. ? 


Tue founder of this family was Sumbajee Poway. who, 
about a hundred years ago, was a Commander of Horse in 
the service of the Sahoo Rajah. 


. 


et 


Sumbajee Powar had three sons, Oodajee, Anund Rao, ° 


and Jugdeo Rao: Oodajee Powar was remarkable for his 
personal strength and prowess, rose into eminence, and was 
entrusted with the Government of Guzerat ; of this, as well 
as of his power and influence, he was dispossessed by fhe 
intrigues of the Minister (the Peishwa, Bajee Rao), whose 
resentment he is said to have excited by his haughty 
demeanour. 


The Minister effected the downfall of Oodajee by de- 
taching from him his younger brother, Anund Rao Powar, 
who, by the promise of a jagheer and the command of 
twelve thousand Horse, was allured to side with the Peish- 
wa, and with him the greater number of the adherents of 
Oodajee, in consequence of which that Chief fled to the 
Dukhin, where it is supposed he died in obscurity. 


Antna Rao Power, Jey Appah Scindiah, and Mulbarjee 
Hofkar were the principal leaders of the Mahratta hordes 
at the time that they were extending their depredations over 
Hindostan and stripping the Mogul Empire of its Provin- 
ces. Hach of these Chieftains was allowed tg retain a 
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proportion of the territory he had subdued, and after the 
conquest and partition of Malwa the family of Scindiah 
established its residence at Oojein, that of Holkar at Indore, 
and that of Anund Rao at Dhar. 


The division of authority was equal; each exercised an 
indepandent jurisdiction within his own territories, and the 
tranquillity of the country does not appear to have met with 
any immediate disturbance from the effects of rivalry or 
jealousy. 7 

The possessions of Anund Rao were confirmed to his 
family by the Peishwa, and he continued in the enjoyment of 
them for 15 years; his revenue amounted to Rupees 9,57,204, 
‘afd was derived from the following sources :— 


1s¢.—-Pergunnahs in Malwa, Dhfr, Budnawur, Nalchah, 
Chayen, Birseeah, Tal, Mundawul, Peeplawud, Augur, 
Sooneil, Dug, Gungraur, Buckaneea, Khyrabad, Kerwaur, 
Shaharpoor, and a third of Soondersee on this side of 
the Nerbudda, together with Kooksee and Dhurrempooree, 
and on the opposite bank Bilkyr, Doonglah, and Sooltana- 
bad Tickree, tie collection of all which realized Rupees 
7,54,227. : 

2nd.—A jagheer in the Dukhin, amounting to Rupees 
8,100. 

3rd.—Tributes on Banswarra, Allee, Doongerpoor, Sah- 
poor, Kotah; Indergurh, and Kotowlee, the total of which 
was Rupees 1,83,783 annas 8. 

Ath.—Mokassee on certain villages in the Dukhin, 
Rupecs 11,094: a detached account of the sum yielded by 
cach pergunnah, &c., is annexed (No. 1). 
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The troops which these ample revenues enabled Anund. 
Rao to maintain were employed in the preservation of tran- 
quillity and in the suppression of the Bheels and other petty 
plunderers. 


Anund Rao was succeeded by his sons Jeswunt Rao 
Powar. Although this family appears to have been the least 
enterprising of the threc established in Malwa, theyecon- 
tinued to receive their proportion of the tribute which the 
arms of the confederates were able to impose. Of Jeswunt 
Rao little is known further than that during his lifetime 
the country was prosperous and flourishing as in the days 
of his father; he alienated from the Dhar possessions Dug 
and Gungraur, and gave them to his brother, Raeejee, second 
son of Anund Rao. € 


Jeswunt Rao was killed in the battle of Paniput 
twelve years after his succession to the Government of Dhar, 
which, by that event, fell to his son, Kundeh Rao Powar, 
who was then a child: from this period the influence of 
the family appears to have declined. , 

. During the nonage of Kundeh Rao the affairs of 
Dhar were under the management of a Dewan, known 
by the appellation of Rungherao Apa Oreekur, who exercised 
the same authority during the life of Kundeh Rao. 


The great commetions in the Mahratta Empire, which 
substquently rendered Holkar and Scindiah independent 
of the authority of the Peishwa, €xposed the Territory 
of Dhar to much irregular rapacity; but during Kundeh 
Rao’s life these injuries were confined to the accasional 
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incursions of predatory bodies of troops. No dismember-' 
ment of territory took place, and it does not appear that 
the tributes on the districts already enumerated ceased 
to be paid, or that any reduction in the amount levied from 
each took place, with the exception of that of Banswarra, 
one-half of which Rungherao Apa Oreekur remitted: the 
Perguanahs of Augur and Sooneil had been assigned to the 
Oreehur for his personal expenses. 

Kundeh Rao married Nerbudda Baee, the daughter 
of Govind Rao Gaekwar, by whom he had issue the late 
Anund Rao Powar. 


Anund Rao was born at Baroda six months after his 
fo™her’s death, and remained in the Gaekwar Court till 
he attained the age of 12 or 13 years, the Government of 
Dhar being still conducted by the Dewan, Rungherao. 


In the year of Bucker Majeet 1854, or a. p. 1797-98, 
in consequence of some trifling difference with his grand- 
father,‘Anund Rao quitted Baroda and arrived at Dhar: 
shortly after his* arrival a dispute occurred between him and 
the Dewan, which terminated in the young Rajah flying 
from the city and taking refuge in Budnawur with the 
Rajpoot Chief of Buckutgurh. : 


The Dewan, actuated probably by suspicion of some 
designs against him amongst the people about the Rajah’s 
person, or by wish to.establish his own independence, had 
opposed Anund Rao’s wishes to take possession of the 
Fort, and recommended him to fix his residence in the 
town» Apund Rao, doubtless feeling himself unable to 
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enforce compliance, had recourse to the measure above 
particularized. The Rajpoots treated him with some at- 
tention, and he soon found himself at the head of a body 
of troops, with which he appeared before the gate of the 
Fort of Dhar and demanded admission, which was imme- 
diately granted. « ae 
¢ 
Rungherao Apa put the town in a state of defence, 
but observing the people inclining towards the cause of 
their Prince, he deemed it prudent to make his escape; 
he fled to Birseeah, which place he took upon himself to 
give in izara to Doorjunsal of Ragoogurh for Rupees 
10,000: after this he proceeded and joined Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, who received him with much kindness, and pro- 
mised to use his influence to effect a reconciliation betwéen 
the young Rajah and the Dewan and the restoration of 
the latter to his office and authority. 


Accordingly, Holkar advanced with his army to Key- 
soor, a village distant six koss from Dhar, and invited 
Anund Rao to a conference: the two Chieftains met at 
an intermediate point, but Holkar was urfable to compass 
his end, in consequence of which he remained in the district 
for the space of three or four months, pillaging and laying 
it waste. 


Rungherao quitted Holkar and proceeded to the Dukhin, 
where he met Dewlat Rao Scindiah and instigated him 
to attempt the subjugation of Dhar. In the year A. D.. 
1800 Scindiah appeared before the piace with a numerous 
army, and, on the pretence of possessing warrants from the 
Peishwa, demanded thirty lakhs of Rupees. 5 
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Such an enormous demand the administration of Anund 
Rao could not possibly raise funds to defray; it was then 
reduced to six lakhs, but even this sum the impoverished 
state of the finances could not afford. Two lakhs were raised 
with difficulty, and the remaining four lakhs were discharged 
by an order on, Zalim Singh of Kotah, payable from the 
tribute assigned to Dhar out of that territory. 

Meanwhile Rungherao Apa remained with Scindiah, 
to whom he made over the Pergunnahs of Augur and Sooncil. 
Tt does not, however, appear that Scindiah’s authority was 
established in cither of these places till a considerable 
period had elapsed after the above events, namely 10 


_ 6r 12 years ago, when the former place was occupied 


-bysan Officer of Scindiah’s, named Bapoo Khan; the latter 


was scized by Iolkar, but the period cannot be precisely 
ascertained, 


During these commotions, also, it is supposed that the 
Pergunnahs of Khyrabad, Buckaneea, Chayen, Kerwaur, 
Pecplawud, and Shaharpoor were wrested from them; but 
by whom, or tha, exact period, the present Government are 
unable to give any account, nor have I otherwise been 
able to ascertain these points. 


A reconciliation between Anund Rao and the Dewan 
was at length effected through the mediation of Gaena 
Bace, the widow of Jeswunt Rao Powar. The Oreekur 
returned to Dhar and resumed his office. Observing, how- 
ever, that he was not admitted into the confidence of the 
Rajah, some suspicion was engendered, which may, perhaps, 
have led to proceedings on his part that furnished the former 
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with a pretext for framing a design of seizing him; this, 
however, is merely conjectural, as nothing further is stated 
relative to the Dewan’s conduct than his entertaining these 
suspicions. 


Having discovered that his seizure was intended, he 
again fled from Dhar and proceeded to the Dukhin,: this 
event took place about a year after his reconciliations with 
Anund Rao. he 

Having interested the Peishwa in his cause, that Prince 
seized upon the Powar possessions in the Dukhin, part of 
which he gave to the Oreekur, retaining the rest in his own 
hands; from that period not only the jagheer but the 
Mokassa in the Dukhin have been lost to the house of 
the Powars. 


No advantage seems to have been taken by the State 
of Holkar of the impoverished conditions to which this prin- 
cipality of Dhar was latterly reduced to exact contributions 
from it, neither does there appear to have been any inter- 
ference in the management of the affairs of the State with 
the solitary exception above mentioned of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar’s espousing the cause of the Oreekur. 


The exactions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah were not confined 
to the instance already spoken of, but were repeated at 
subsequent periods fhrough the instrumentality of his 
Officers: they were made under the pretended sanction of 
the Peishwa; but were probably dictated by the necessities 
of Dowlut Rao and suggested by the declining state of the 
Powar family. 
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In the year Bucker Maject 1862, or a. D. 1805-6, Juggoo 
Bapoo, one of Scindiah’s Officers, besieged Dhar and was 
bought off by an order out of the Kotah tribute for Rupees 
40,000; and in 1864, or A. D. 1807-8, a short time before 
Anund Rao’s death, Sumbajee Ohingleah, the manager of 
Oojein, extorted Rupees 75,000; Rupees 38,000 of which 
was pgid in the same manner, and the remainder discharged 
by the Dhar Government. 


Much about the same period Tal Mundawul was rented 
by Anund Rao to Gungaram Kootaree for the sum of 
Rupees 40,000, Rupees 15,000 of which the renter was 
allowed to deduct for the maintenance of an establishment 
. of troops; about two years afterwards Gungaram Kootaree 
disd and the revenues were seized by Holkar. 


At this time Anund Rao made an attempt to recall 
the Dewan, Rungherao Oreekur, to his service, who appears 
to have been a man of considerable ability ; but he, perhaps, 
apprehensive of treachery, steadily refused. 


Anund Rao Powar’s mother was, as above particu- 
larized, daughter of the late Gaekwar, Rajah Govind Rao, 
and sister of the reigning Rajah Anund Rao Gackwar. 


In the year 1864, or a. p. 1807-8, Anund Rao died, 
supposed to have been poisoned ; his widow, Maena Baee, 
a lady of the Gaekwar family, whose mother was the eldest 
sister of Gaena Baee, senior widow of the Rajah Govind 
Rao Gaekwar, was pregnant at the time of his death; 
being apprehensive of some treachery, she went to the 
Fort of Mandao, where she was delivered of a son, six 
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months after Anund Rao’s death; this child was named 
Ramchunder Rao Powar, and his infancy was considered 
by Moorhaur Rao Powar, an illegitimate branch of the 
family, as a favorable opportunity to raise himself to 
power: he usurped the administration of affairs and lajd 
claim to the guddee. . 


Maena Baee still remained in Mandao, but soon‘after- 
wards was prevailed upon by Moorhaur Rao to leave it 
and return to Dhar. Some days after her arrival in the 
town, Moorhaur Rao made an attempt to seize the heir, but © 
his design was frustrated by the Baee, who caused the 
child to be conveyed with seerecy into the fort, from which 
Moorhaur Rao was repulsed in an attempt he made to gain - 
possession of it. ¢ 


In consequence of the violent proceedings of Moorhaur 
Rao, Maena Baee solicited the support of the Gackwar 
Government, which, viewed with anxiety the circumstances 
of so near a relation, deprived of his rights by an illegitimate 
usurper without any guardian power to assist and support 
them. & 


That Court wished to afford redress either by sending 
troops to Dhar requesting the interference of Scindiah or 
the aid of the British Government: all these projects, 
however, were discouraged from the political considerations 
which at that time had weight with the British Government. 


The Gaekwar Administration, which was at that time 
conducted by Seetaram Rowjee, nevertheless found seerct 
means of dispatching assistance to Macna Baee, who,-in the 
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meantime, collected small forces in the neighbourhood: a 
small body of troops was dispatched from Baroda ; but the 
day before their arrival at Dhar, Moorhaur Rao was over- 
thrown. by those of the Baee at Nagda and fled. 


Sectaram Rowjee was now considered as Dewan of 
the State; he deputed his brother, Succaram Chimnajee, 
assist8d by Bapoo Rughoonauth and Balajee Lutchmun, to 
act in his room, who arrived about a month after the flight 
of Moorhaur Rao. . 


They followed him to Mooltan, attacked, and defeated 
him. 


* Moorhaur Rao made head afterwards at Amjberrah, 
where he was again attacked and defeated by Lutchmun: he 
continued to wander about the neighbouring countries; but 
being pursued by the activity of Succaram Chimnajee, he 
took refuge in Oojein. 


After these events Ramchunder Rao Powar died when 
about two yearstof age, and in the course of some months 
the death of Succaram Chimnajee followed. At this period 
too the District of Budnawar is supposed to have been 
occupied by Dowlut Rao Scindiah; the precise period the 
Government of Dhar cannot accurately state, but they 
allege that it, was about seven or eight years ago. 

s 8 

Moorhaur Rao, perhaps, thinking the present time favor- 
able, issued from Oojzin with more troops; and appearing 
suddenly before Dhar, was opposed by Bapoo Rughoonauth, 
but was yictorious and gained posscssion of the town; he 
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was not, however, permitted to retain it, but was surprised 
by a night attack of Rughoonauth’s and driven out. 


Subsequent to this he fought two actions with the 
troops of Ramdeen; in the former he was successful, but in 
the latter, which took place in the Barreeah jungle, he was 
completely routed and taken prisoner: he was for some 
time confined in the Fort of Hinglajgurh, from which he 
endeavoured to escape, but was unable to accomplish it, in 
consequence of having broken his leg in the attempt. The 
place of his confinement was now changed, and he was kept 
near Holkar’s Court, from which he at length escaped, in 


company with Kurreem Khan Pindarry; he succeeded in . 


> 


collecting another body of troops and made an effort to seize 


Kooksee, but was repulsed, and on his retreat towarls 
Oojein, was finally overthrown by Bapoo Rughoonauth. He 
died about three years ago: one account says he was killed 
in battle, but this is without authority. : 


Moorhaur Rao Powar was the-son of Mhaeput Rao, who 
was the issue by a slave girl of Jeswunt Rao Powar, killed 
at the battle of Panniput. ¢ 


In the course of these disturbances, namely, in the year 
of Bicker Majeet 1867, or a. p. 1810-11, Bapoo Scindiah of 
Ogemere arrived with a Force before Dhar, and was bought 
off by a lakh of Rupees, one half of which was defrayed by 
an order on the Ketah tribute. 

After the death of Ramchunder Rao Powar, Maena 
Baec, with the consent, it is said, of the Courts of Scindiah, 
Holkar and the Gaekwar, adopted and placed upon the 
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Guddee the presént Ramchunder Rao Powar; he is now 
about eleven years of age, and is the son of Maena Baee’s 
sister, named Tugha Baee, and of Mhaeput Rao Scindiah 
of Baroda. 


By this time the family of the Powars was stripped of 
its most valuable possessions : the Provinces of Dug and 
Gungxaur were, in the first instance, given by Jeswunt Rao 
Powar to his younger brother, Raejee Powar, from whose 
son, Eetut Rao, they were wrested by Holkar. Birseeah 
passed through the hands of several into those of the 
Pindarrees, from whom it was conquered by the British 
Government. ; 


+ Augur and Sooneil became possessions of Iolkar and 
Scindiah as already mentioned. 


The Pergunnahs of Buckaneea, Khyrabad, Chayen, 
Kerwaur, Peeplawud, and Shaharpoor, became: possessions 
of stronger arms. 


Soondersee ,was occupied by Kader Buksh, the princi- 
pal Pindarry leader of the Holkar Shaee; since the des- 
truction of the ‘Pindarry power, the Dhar Government 
asserted its claim to a third of the collections, and re- 
ceived, in the course of the present year, Rupees 500 as 
their share. 


. . 


Tal and Mundawul were added to Holkar’s conquests, 
and Budnawur to Scindiah’s. On the urgent petition of the 
Dhar Government, Scindiah gave up this district and 
furnished | their Vakeel, Balajee Lutchmun, with a Chor 
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Chittce, addressed to Ambajee Punt, the occupant, dated 
September 1817, a copy of which is annexed (No. 3). 


Ambajee Punt did not seem to pay attention to the 
first Chor Chittee, in consequence of which the Vakecl soli- 
cited and obtained another, dated October, which is also 
annexed (No. 4). The pergunnah was then left by Ambajec, 
and about six months ago Bapoo Rughoonauth proeceded 
there. Having assembled the Chiefs of the Rajpoot fami- 
lies and the Zemindars, he agreed to remit, for the first 
year, Rupees 8,000 of the Tankah, in consideration of the ~ 
distresses which they represented themselves to have suffered”. 
by the excesses of Ambajee and his troops. 


The pergunnah is divided into 123 Rajpoot Kotrees*or 
families who hold 119 villages; charged with the payment 
of a Tankah to Dhar: the remaining villages, 19 i in num- 
ber, are Hyuthee and pay revenue. 


Notwithstanding the concession made by Rughoonauth, 
several of the Rajpoots refused to pay the reduced amounts 
of the two collections to which, by a written stipulation, 
they had agreed. The Chiefs of the three principal Kotrees 
of Mooltan, Kachee, Baroda, and Buckutgurh are the leading 
opposers. 


The District of Kooksee is now in n the hands of Moozaffir, 
a Jemadar of Muckranees, and of Kureem, an Agent, but 
merely nominally so, of the Dhar Government. 

Moozaffir’s influence was established .there about ten 
years ago, during the disturbances excited by Moorhayr Rao 
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Powar ; he was taken into the service of the State with two 
hundred Muckranees and sent to occupy Kooksee, the 
Tehseeldar of which at that time was Noor Mahomed Borah: 
this man had embraced the plundering system; and on one 
occasion having made an excursion to Dohad, he was there 
encountered by -Kishna Bow, routed and compelled to fly to 
Baroda. 
* 

In the interim Moozaffir remained at Kooksee: it is 
probable that at this early period he had excited suspicion, 
~ as Seetaram Rowjee consented to the return of Noor Maho- 
med Borah to his employment of Collector of Kooksee on 
condition of his driving out the Jemadar. 


* On his arrival ht succeeded in discharging an hundred 
of the men, but pleaded the want of funds as his excuse 
for retaining the remainder; he was drowned, six or seven 
years ago, in the Nerbudda whilst marching on a predatory 
expedition towards Buhwannee. Kurreem Borah, who had 
been in employment under him, succeeded to his office; and 
having made a compact with Moozaffir, has remained there 
ever since, and withheld from Dhar the revenues of the district 
with the exception of a trifling sum of Rupees 5 or 6,000. 


The Muckranees were too powerful to be expelled by 
so very enfeebled an arm as that of the Powar, their in- 
fluence and that of their connexioys has been daily gaining 
ground, and their control is now extended over Amjerah, 
Kooksee, Chikulda, Allee, Barreeah and Jabooah. 


Not only have these estates above described been 
snatched qut of the hands of this depressed family, but the 
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payments of the tributes have been for the most part sus- 
pended, either from the poverty of the holders of the lands 
charged with them, or from their knowledge of the want of 
power on the part of Dhar to enforce them, or else from 
the territories passing into other hands. 


I have already noticed that one-half of the tribute of 
Banswarra was remitted by the Oreckur, the balances it is 
said, was regularly paid till the year of Bucker Majeet 1859, 
or A. D. 1802-3, after which recourse was had to force to 
extort it. In 1862, or a. p. 1805-6, Anund Rao marched - 
against the Chief of Banswarra and laid claim to four years’ 
of arrears; he was repulsed, but soon recovered himself, 
and obtained three lakhs of Rupees. In 1868, or A. D. . 
1811-12, Bapoo Rughoonauth made an incursion gad 
received Rupees 73,285 ; aid again in 1872, or a. p. 1815-16, 
he took Rupees 6,679 more; last year he acquired by similar 
means Rupees 3,216. 


The Doongerpoor tribute was paid till five years before 
the death of Anund Rao Powar, since then Rughoonauth 
has made three collections, namely, one in 1868, or a. p. 
1811-12, to the amount of Rupees 51,444, a second in 1872, 
or 1815-16, amounting to Rupees 5,708, and the last in 
A. D. 1817, amounting to Rupees 3,899. 


The Allee tribute has not been paid since the establish- 
ment of the influence of Moozaffir and his Muckranees 
in that Province ten years ago. 


Shaharpoor paid a tribute originally of Rupees 50,000, 
which was shared between Scindiah, Holkar, and the Powar. 
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By joint agreement these States remitted to the Chief of 
that Province Rupees 12,250, and bestowed Rupees 1,000 
more on a Bhaut named Budur Kubeeshur. The balance, 
Rupees 36,750, after the deductions of two -per cent. for 
Pohdaree charges, &c., &c., was divided in the following 
proportion :— - 


Rs. A. P. 
Sgindiah’s shares sat Se .. 18,866 12 0 
Holkar’s a me ity ... 18,866 12 0 
Powar’s my ta? iat .. = 82838 8 0 


This dividend had been settled by some private agree- 
ment. 


This Province was seized several years ago by Jean 
Baptiste, since which time the tribute to Dhar ceased. 
* 


The Government of Dhar assert their claim to tribute 
from Indurgurh and Katowlie, but are unable to give any 
satisfactory information to the time of its cessation or the 
probable causes ; they add that many of the records of the 
State were destroyed by fire, when Moorhaur Rao, in his 
attempt to seize the late Ramchunder Rao Powar, set fire 
to the premises in which Maena Baee lived, and:in which 
the records were also lodged. 


The Kotah tribute I have spoken of on several occa- 
sions; the Jast portion. of it, paid at the requisition of 
Dhar, was a sum of Rupees 5,000, which,-five years ago, was 
given in Inaum to a Gossain. : 


The pergunnahs which after all these jeers remain 
to this Government are, Dhar, Nalchah, Dhurrempooree, 
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Bilkyr, Doonglah, Sooltanabad Tickree, and one-third of 
Soondersee. 


The Pergunnah of Dhar contains 179 villages, out of 
which number 89 pay revenue to Government, 33 are unin- 
habited, 18 are khyraut or gifts to Brahmins, who now 
enjoy the revenues, 25 are occupied by the Bheels; and 14 
are set apart as the Jagheer of Maena Baee, out of which 
her family expenses are defrayed. 


From the number of deserted villages, it must be 
evident that it has suffered severely from the system that, 
till the interference of British power, desolated Malwa. 
An account of the revenues is annexed (No. 2). 

e 

The Pergunnah of Déonglah is to this hour entirely 
desolate ; Dhurrempooree, Sooltanabad Tickree and Bilkyr, 
after remaining long in the same state as Doonglah, are 
beginning to recover their inhabitants, to whom quit-rent 
leases for three years have been granted. The number to 
whom these have been given I cannot ascertain from the 
Government Officers here till such time as ithey receive in- 
formation .from the Agents they have employed in these 
perguonahs: of this they are in daily expectation. I shall, 
therefore, at a future period forward a more detailed 
account of these places. 


Nalchah, with the exception of several villages possess- 
ed by the Bheels, and for which they pay a tribute of 
Rupees 1,400 nearly, has also been deserted by its in- 
habitants; they are now returning, and some few have 
received quit-rent leases for one year: the number of 
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these leases I have not yet ascertained, for the reasons 
above specified. 


In speaking of the second Anund Rao Powar, I have 
omitted to mention that, in addition to Maena Baee, he 
married two wives, by whom he had no issue: one was 
named Parbuttee Baee, of an obscure family, the other was 
named Kundeh Ranee, daughter of Anund Singh, Rajpoot * 
Chief of Jobut, a dependency of the Province of Ally, which 
was given to Anund Singh by the Rajah of the latter place, 
who was his cousin. Within the limits of Jobut was a 
small possession named Kunwara, to which twelve Bheel 
villages were attached. One of Holkar’s Sirdars seized 
. upon this place, and Anund Singh, perhaps not having the 

power to expel him, made over his claim to it to his 
son-in-law, Anund Rao Powar. The Powar, however, did not 
gain possession of it; it fell into the hands of Beemah 
Baee, from whom it was snatched a year and a half ago by 
Bapoo Rughoonauth, who availed himself of the Powar’s 
claim, above noticed, to proceed against it. Beemah Baee’s 
Vakeel states the revenues of it amount to Rupees 900, but 
the Governments here informs me that it is now farmed out 
for Rupees 500. 


To this conquest may be added that of Lohareea, a 
pergunnah containing 22} villages, formerly belonging to 
the Powars of Dewass; it was taken from them by 
Soobhan Rao, an illegitimate branch ef the Holkar family, 
and manager for Beemah Baee. 


Three years ago Bapoo Rughoonauth, on the plea of 
existing relationship between the Powars of Dhar and 


. ea 
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Dewass, drove out Beemah Baee’s troops, and has retained 
it ever since. 


The first year ittyielded to Rughoonauth Rupees 6,000; 
but in consequence of the excesses of Beemah Baee in his 
struggle to regain it, only produced Rupees 2,500 the second 
year; this last year it was almost desolated through the 
same causes, and is now farmed out for Rupees 500. 7 


Dhar has not only been subject to the vicissitudes 
incident to the unsettled state of Malwa, but it has been 
exposed to distresses occasioned by the constant passage of 
troops through its Mehals; it has sustained itself by 
pursuing a predatory system of warfare against weaker - 
States; it has made the demand of tribute a pretext for 
making annual circuits to Barreeah, Jabooah, Banswarra, &c., 
the troops committing every species of excesses on their 
route: the number of troops entertained on these occasions 
varied, I am informed, from 2 to 4,000, in addition to 
which, doubtless, volunteers ever abounded on any plunder- 
ing expedition. 

. 

At present the total number of troops in the pay of 
the Government is 410 Horse and 975 Foot; this is the 
extent of its Military Establishment, which is divided into 
parties stationed in various quarters of the territory. 

Bapoo Rughoonauth is the leading man in the Dhar 
Government, and seems to have been so since the death of 
Succaram Chimnajee. Balajee Lutchmun is his colleague ; 
but I apprehend only so nominally. The latter remained 
at Court with the Baee, whilst the former was always at 


= 


. 
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the head of the troops, a circumstance which, in a State, 
whose existence and preservation depended on a body of 
armed retainers, must ever give a preponderating influence 
to the individual so situated. * 


Balajee Lutchmun has been for the last year at the 
Court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the capacity of a Vakeel, 
and 40 his influence there is attributed the compliance of 
the Maharajah with their wishes to give up his claims to 
Budnawur and Birseeah, for both of which places he granted 
Chor Chittees. 


As to the latter Province, the Dhar Government had 


. experience of the inefficacy of such a paper addressed to 


the public Officers of a tract of country under another 
power, that of the Pindarrees; they must consequently 
be prepared to receive it as the free gift of the British 
Government; and as to the former, they have found that, 
without British interference, the Rajpoot Chiefs are little 
disposed to attend to their demands. 


Although Rughoonauth professes to act under the 
orders of Maena Baee, I have no hesitation in expressing 
my opinion that the whole State is entirely under the influ- 
ence, not perhaps of the present Gaekwar Government, but 
certainly of Gaena Baee, the senior widow of the late 
Govind Rao Gaekwar, and of Seetaram Rowjee, the dis- 
graced Minister. The” G5 

Rughoonauth acknowledges that his Sunnud and that 
of Balajee Lutchmun were granted by Seetaram; and ina 
conversation I had with him on the subject, he used words 


. 
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expressive of his being under obligations of gratitude to 
the Gaekwar State. Communications are still maintained, 
and a sum of upwards of nine lakhs of Rupees, for which 
the Powar Government is indebted to various Sowcars for 
the maintenance of the Military Establishment, was advanc- 
ed through the instrumentality of Seetaram, and through 
whose hands the cash will be repaid. 
g 

In addition to this debt, I am informed that nearly 

12} lakhs are still due to the troops. 


The communications with the Gaekwar Government 
are held with Gaena Baee at Baroda and Mhaeput Rao, the 
uncle of Scetaram Rowjee. 

Bapoo Rughoonauth seems to bea man of considerable 
energy and of a shrewd cast of mind; he has communi- 
cated his wishes that all his past conduct should be over- 
looked, and expresses himself desirous of meriting the coun- 
tenance of the British Government. 


He informs me that he has tried various means to 
repress the excesses of the Bheels; but that his measures 
both of kindness and severity have been fruitless. 


Bheels, under various appellations, inhabit the whole 
range of hills and jungle which, at various distances and 
with occasional interruptions from civilization, divide the 
Peninsula; those, however, with which we are at present 
more immediately concerned, inhabit the mountainous woody 
tract which divides the Deccan from the Concan and Guzerat, 
and which after admitting through it the Nerbudda, continues 
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almost unbroken to Dangerpoor, varying considerably in 
breadth, but in general not exceeding forty or fifty miles, 
and often not above'ten miles. 7 


This wild racc also follows the courses of the large 


_Yivers, more especially the Mhye and Nerbudda. 


ry 


From the circumstances of the banks of the Mhye 
being throughout its course not only woody but moun- 
tainous and precipitous, and from that river flowing almost 
entirely to its exit into the sea in the Gulf of Cambay, 
through countries little under the control of any regular 
Government, the whole of its extent is much infested by 


. these tribes, either in their wild independent State, or under 


tht dominion of, or in alliance with, Chieftains of the Raj- 
poot or Rangreah description: the Mhye Bheels entirely 
inhabit its immediate banks. 


The Bheels of the Nerbudda chiefly occupy its north- 
ern bank, and among these may be classed a numerous race 
which inhabit the hills and jungles of Oodeypoor, Ally, 
Mohun, Jabooals, and Barrceah, and from thence, leaving a 
fertile plain of. about ten or twelve miles breadth northward 


- from the Nerbudda’s banks, they continue to occupy without 


interruption the hilly range leading across from Jabooah 
by Mandoo and Jaum to about the 76° of east longitude 
where the jungle approaches close to the Nerbudda to a 
considerable extent. . 


The Bheels of these parts are divided into three distinct 
classes, being however all a hardy, black, and rather short 
race, hut varying in cach class considerably in manners, 


. a St 
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language, and habits; they, however, though not acknow- 

ledged by that caste, style themselves Hindoos, pzying some 
rude worship to Bowance and Matta, and keeping some of 
the Hindoo festivals; they will, however, eat with any caste. 


The first or wildest class are such as having no fixed | 
habitations, build’ chiefly for the rainy season small grass 
huts on the summit of the hills at considerable distances 
from each other, scattered over the whole jungle wherever 
water is readily procurable. In this respect this tract is 
very favorable; it being intersected in every direction with * 
small nullahs, the sources of the numerous tributary streams 
to the Mhye and Nerbudda. This tribe cultivates little 
with the exception of small patches of Indian corn and 
other coarse grains, depending for subsistence on roots, 
berries, and produce of their jungles or plunder; these 
are, in consequence, a lank, stunted, and ill-looking, but 
muscular and hardy race, not gifted “however with much 
personal courage; these seldom visit the villages, and 
those in general merely which are within the more culti- 
vated parts of the hills. This is also in general either as 
plunderers or when pressed by their necessities; they carry 
wood, grass, &c., in exchange for articles of food or iron 
for their arrows or simple instruments for cutting wood, &c. 
The language of this class is peculiar and almost unintel- 
ligible to other natives. Clothing they have scarcely any, 
trusting chiefly to what they can seize from travellers or 
small unprotected villages skirting the jungle. This class 
is seldom ranged under any Chief excepting in times of 
extreme danger; they have however: often a kind of Patel 
exercising some kind of authority over a certain number of 
associated huts termed a Parah. 
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The second class, or those having fixed habitations, form 
themselves into villages, which in general consist of some 
fertile valley, perhaps of two or three miles extent, covered, 
at variable distances, with groups of small neat huts, sel- 
dom above 4 or 5 together, fenced close round each cluster, 
and having its little cultivation near it: this-class, which 
is generally under the dominion of some State or predatory 
Chieftain, cultivate in general sufficient for half the year’s 
consumption, keeps fowls and sometimes herds, and have 
often for agricultural convenience small light carts of weaker 
work calculated for their hills and rude roads. 


These regularly visit the towns on market days which 


. are customary to each Kusba once a week in these parts ; 


they carry chiefly fowls, rough articles of wood, grass, timber, 
the roots of the Morinda for the use of the dyers, and other 
raw products of their jungles, with baskets and some other 
rude manufactures peculiar to them; they receive in return 
grain, vegetable seeds, iron, coarse cloths, and other articles 
of which they stand in need. 


This class adopt in some measure the language of the 
cultivators of the villages, and though undoubtedly a stage 
more advanced in civilization are as much addicted to 
rapine as their wilder brethren, and are bolder in its pursuit ; 
they seldom, however, commit any robbery in the villages 
or on the inhabitants of those which they frequent; but 
on the contrary bring, at the festival of the Dusserah, a 
small tribute according to their means as an acknowledg- 
ment for the protection and leave of frequenting the village 
or town; they are often, however, terrible to their’ neigh- 
bours and even to each other of different districts. 


Py . 
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During these last twenty years of anarchy in Malwa, 
the most of these villages have either rendered themselves 
entirely independent of the States to which they belonged 
or have enrolled themselves under several predatory Chief- 
tains who subsist chiefly through thcir means either by 
obliging them to cultivate the soil or assist them in their 
depredations. 

a 

Those numerous bodies of Bheels inhabiting the jungles 
of Barreeah, Sabooah, &c., already mentioned, are, with the 
exccption of those under the Rajah of Oodeypoor, either un- 
der no control whatever, or associated with numerous bands 
of Arabs who have usurped great influence in that quarter. 


. The third or last class, and the least numerous, consists 
of those who have, from their necessities or other causes, 
settled entirely in the villages skirting the jungle or in its 
more frequented parts wherc they are become laborers 
to the cultivators, whose language also they have entirely 
adopted; these never return to their native wilds or hold 
much intercourse with their less civilized brethren, but 
they still retain the appearance of a distinct class; these 
may, however, be uscfully employed sometimes for the pur- 
pose of intercourse with those of the mountains. 


In the present absence of detailed accounts respecting 
the number of Bheel villages or Parahs attached to each 
pergunnah, any statement of their probable members in 
the Dhar Territory would be too loose to be of any value. 


The information I have hitherto been able to procure 
regarding the neighbouring countrics is scanty : on 2 future 
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occasion I hope to be able to transmit more circumstantial 
details. Amjherrah, comprising Bhopawur, Dowleteeah, Hin- 
dole Bara, and Wurwan Bara, was bestowed by Scindiah, 
to whose share these territories fell after the conquest of 
Malwa, on Rao Lall Singh, as a reward for military service, 
reserving to himself the payment of tribute amounting to 
Rupees 35,000. 


a 


From Rajah Rao Lall Singh these possessions de- 
scended :— 


1st.—To Rajah Jeswunt Singh. 


2nd.—To Rajah Sewace Singh, father of the present 
: Hpjat Ajeet Singh. 


One hundred and seventy-five villages were formerly 
comprised within this tract, but®several of them have been 
subsequently parcelled off: Bhopawur is now held by 
Himmut Singh, brother of the present Rajah, and is 
charged with the payment of Rupees 2,000 of the Tankah 
due to Scindiah; the Village and-Talook of Ringnode are . 
in the possession of Scindiah as an equivalent for the pay- 
ment of Rupecs 10,000 of the Tankah ; a Vakeel of Scindiah, 
named Antojee Pundit, resides there, and having 200 Horse 
at his command, is said to collect annually Rupees 18,000 
on account of his master. 


The Villages of Rajode and ‘Rowtie were assigned by 
the former Rajah, Sewace Singh, the former to his brother 
on condition of his paying Rupees 2,000 of the tribute to 
Scindiah, and the latter to some other relation who agreed 
to pay. Rupees 3,000 of the same tribute. 
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Tanda has been occupied by Morojee Punt (the late 
Kamdar of Baug) who took advantage of the deranged 
state of Ajeet Singh’s affairs and purchased that place from 
the Arabs for Rupees 10,000. 


Affairs were in this condition till the year Bucker Maject 
1865, or A. D. 1808-9, at which period a body of Arabs, 
under a Jemadar, named Ahmud Moosa, were entertained 
by the Ranee. 


The arrears of the Arabs having accumulated, they put © 
the Rajah in Dhurna seven months ago; nine months 
before that period he agreed to pay Rupees 1,40,000 of 
acknowledged arrears by instalments, in the course of six 
months Rupees 40,000 were paid; but after a lapse ‘of 
nine months, finding the Rajah’s engagement not fulfilled, 
they became again importuhiate. 


The Rajah at the suggestion of Anoop Ram Bear 

persuaded the Arabs to proceed to Rajhgurh, to repel some 

- pretended invasion, promising a settlement on their return 

and a certain monthly sum in the interim: E, immediately on 

the departure of the Arabs, the Rajah, the Ranee, and Anoop 
Ram fled to Lalgurh, a strong Hill Fort, six coss distant. 


Since that time the Arabs have been guilty of few 
acts of violence, but wait the decision of the British Govern- 
ment; about a lakh and ten thousand Rupees are still due 
to them. 


The Rajah has subsequently returned to Amjherrah 
and entered into new engagements with the Arabs. . 
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Chikulda, shortly after the conquest of Malwa, was 
bestowed by Scindiah on Wettojee Boleah; it descended, 
first to his son Govind Rao Boleahe, second to’his brother 
Chimnajee Boleah, whose son married Beemah Baee, 
daughter of Jeswunt Rao Holkar. After her husband’s 
death, which happened about three years ago, the pergunnah 
descended to her in his right; he resided at Soosarce, till 
her plundering expedition against Jabooa, when she was 
seized by Sir William Grant Keir. 

An adopted son of her’s resides at Soosaree, for whose 
support a portion of the revenue is assigned. 


Phe collections are made by Kureem Bora and Moozaflir 
of* Kooksee. . 


Allee is a possession of a TRajpoot family and yields 
a revenue of two lakhs per annum. The late Rajah was 
named Pertab Singh, who died about ten years ago, and 
since that event the influence of Moozaffir of Kooksee has 
been established. The present Rajah is named Jeswunt 
Singh; but he is a boy wholly under the control of the 
Jemadar, 


Moozaffir has under his command 700 Muckranees, 
100 Arabs, 200 Pattans Infantry, and 100 Sowars. The 
revenues that he derives from Ally Kooksee and Chikulda 
are doubtless considerable; but as to the total amount of his 
receipts, my enquiries have not yet furnished me with any 
information on which I can rely. 


With regard to the Dhar Government, I have nothing 


ry < 
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further to add than that the present tone of its fecling 
is such that it would willingly concur in any arrangements 
that might fe proposed. 


(Sd.) A. MacDonatp, 
2ud Assistant to Gent. Sir J. Malcoln, 
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List of Possessions in Malwa and on the Southern Bank of the Nerbudda 
confirmed to Annund Rao Powar by grants from the Peishwa. 





Names OF PLaces. 





Granp Tota, 




















Revenue. 
Rs. A. P. Rs, A. P. 

Pergunnah Dhar 90,000 0 0 
» Budnawur ... 98,627 0 0 
at Nalcha Mah cz 5,000 0 0 
” Chayen 5,600 0 0 
se Birseeah » 1,00,000 0 0 
ae Taul” 60,000 0 0 
ao» Mundawul .., _ 50,000 00 
3 Peeplawnd ... 5,300 0 0 

5 Augur 75,000 0 0 
53 Booneil 50,000 0 0 
; Dug 60,000 0 0 
” Gungraur ... see 40,000 0 0 
‘is Buckaneea ... 6,500 0 0 

a Khyrabad> ... 7,000 0 0 
» Kerwaur 6,000 0 0 
ry Shaharpoor... 4,700 0 0 

$s 4 Soondersee ... 7,000 0 0 

is Kooksee 26,500 0 0 
» Dhurrempooree 60,000 0 0 
> Sooltanabad Tickree 10,000 0 0 

” Bilkyr 6,000 0 0 
2 Doonglah 3,000 0 0 

Carried over 7,54,227 0 0 
a 





g 





REPORT UPON THE DHAR STATE. 


List of Annund Rao’s Possessions.—(Concluded.) 





Amount of 
Names oF PLaces. GRanp Toran. 
Tevenue. 
Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. 
Brought forward 7,54,227° 0 0 
JAGHEER IN THE DUKHIN. 
Village Puntila, Pergunnah Pawul 1,000 0 O 
- Kownta, , 7 0 3,000 0 0 
$5 Kourungh, oy Nasuck ‘ 8,000 0 0 
- Darhungaon, * Dypoor 600 0 0 
rr Neemgaon, ” Karh 500 0-0 
8,100 0 0° 
TRIBUTES. 5 
Banswarra 70,000 0 0 
Doongerpoor ... 17,500 0 0 
Allee as 20,000 0 0 
Sohpoor ow 8,283 8 0 
Indargurh 2,000 0 0 
Katowlie 2,000 0 0 
Kotah 64,000° 0 0 
Mokassa. 1,98,7681-8, '0 
28 Villages in Khandeish and the Dukhin 11,094 0 0 
— ——| 11,094 0 0 
Total, Rupees eee 9,57,204 8 0 























(Sd.) 


A. MacDonatp, 


Rnd Asstt, to Genl. Sir John Malcolm. 
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Present state of the Government Revenues of Dhar. 

















Amount of : 
Naaxs oF PLAces. Granp Torat, 
Revenue. 
Rs, A. P. Rs. 4. P. 
89 Villages of Dhar Pergunnah ce «.{ 15,789 0 0 
14 yy Maena Baee’s Jagheer... «| 1,711 11 0 
Taxeson Merchandise farmed out 7 1,600 0 A 
Tribute from the Bheel Villageswf Nalcha 1,400 0 0 
Revenue of Lohareea ae ae nee | 500 0 0 
55 of Kunwara tee a sacl 500 0 0 
Average of revenue from Kooksee | 6,000 0 0 
Re%enue from the Ryuthee Villages of Budnawur | 12,500 0 0 
Pergunnah. 
Taxes on Merchandise of Budnawar farmed out ... 3,000 0 
Share of Soonderaee according to the last collec- 500 0 O 
tion, 
TRIBUTES, 
Banswarra according to the last collections on 3,216 0 0 
Dongerpoor according to, the last year’s collection 3,899 0 0 
——--—} 60,615 11 0 
The tribute from the Rajpoot Kotrees of Budnawur, 83,127 8 0 
when realized, will amount to. 1 : 
——-————|_ 83,127 8 0 
(Sd.) A. MacDowna.p, 


The 26th July 1817. 


Qud Asstt. to Gent. Sir John Malcolm, 
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In addition to the above collections made on account 
of the State, a variety of exactions to a large amount is 
levied upon the villages under the shape of Inaum to the 
Desmeck and Dusmook Religious Establishments, &c., and of 
percentage to the petty Officers of Government, &c., &e., 
into which I have instituted a course of enquiries, the result 
of which shall be transmitted at a future period. 


x 
(Sd.) A. MacDonatp, 
2nd Asstt. to Genl. Sir John Malcolm, 


No. 3. 


Translation of a Chor Chittee from Dowzur Rao Scinpian to AMBAJEE . 
Succaram,—(dated 9th Shawul of the Mahratta Fuslee 1218, “or 
Higera 1232, corresponding with a. p. 1817, month September.) 
Tae Pergunnah of Budnawur I took from Ramchun- 

der Rao Powar, and put it under your charge; from this 

year I have delivered the above pergunnah to the Powar. 

Ramchunder’s people will now collect the revenue; remove 

your people and give over the Tannah to them. 


Signed and Sealed by 


. Dowxur Rao Scrnpian. 


No. 4. 

Translation of a Chor Chittee“from Dow.vr Rao Scinpian to AmBAIEE 
Succaram,—(dated 26th of Zilkad of the Mahratta Fuslee 1218, or 
1232 of Higera, corresponding with a. p. October 1817.) 

Tue Perguonah of Budnawur has been in the possession 
of the Sirkar: I have agreed this year to give it up to 
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the Powar to whom it did belong. In orderto release it, 
T have sent you a Chor Chittee which you did not attend 
to, and you write to the Powar whatever excuses you please : 
this the Powar has made known to me. As there is no 
difference between the Powar and me, I now write to you; 
you are therefore to deliver up the pergunnah, for which 
purpose I have granted them this Chor Chittee. 

> 

By no means make any excuses, but send me their 
receipt for the Tannah being delivered to theni. 


Signed and Sealed by 


Dowxur Rao Scrnprag. 


Translation of a Chor Chittee from Manarasan Atisan Dow1ur Rao 
Scinptau, to the Chowdries, Zemindars, Kanoongoes, Potails, Put- 
warees, and Inhabitants in general of the Talook of Bairseeah,— 
(dated 24th Rubbee-oos-Sanee 1233 Higera, corresponding with 3rd 
March 1818.) 

Bx it known that the said Talook having been seized 
by this Governmént, a letter of relinquishment has been issued 
in favor of the Powar of Dhar, and a manager has been 
accordingly appointed on his part, you are therefore hereby 
enjoined to give him possession and obey him without 
offering resistance or causing any difficulty. 


(True Translations.) 


(Sd.) A. MacDonato,, 
Qnd Asstt. to Genl. Sir John Maicolm. 
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DHAR REPORT.—No. 2. 


In a former memorandum I have enumerated the 
pergunnahs to which the present possessions of the Govern- 
ment of Dhar are confined; I shall now detail such further 
particulars connected with each of these Provinces as > my 
limited information will allow. 


The Pergunnah of Dhar contains, exclusive of the city, 
179 villages, of which 25 are situated in the wild and hilly 
tracts, and are the habitations of Bheels. In former times 
each of these paid to the Government the tribute of one” 
Rupee and a cucumber, but this practice no longer exists, 
and no emolument whatever is derived from them; 33 
villages are desolate. 
a 
Eighteen villages are inamee or gifts to individuals; of 
these one is held by Bapoo Rughoonauth, one by Anund Rao 
Santeah, the brother of Maena Baee, one by her sister, two 
_ by Gopaul Rao Tantcah, the cousin of the young Chief, Ram- 
chunder Rao Powar, two by Ballajee Luchmun, now Vakeel 
at the Court of Scindiah, one by Nuttoo Bunniah, formerly a 
Government Officer in the time of Anund Rao Powar, two 
by brahmins, one by the State Nobut-beater, and one by a 
Soonar in Baroda named, Keyshoo, 


.The above have been alienated from the State subse- 
quently to the death of Anund “Rao Powar ; the remaining 
six were distributed -in his days or in those of his predeces- 
sor’s, namely, three to the Chowdry and Kanoongo, one to the 
Secca Navees, one to a brahmin, named Govind Gopaul, and 
one to the Kalka Deby or worship of Bhuwaunee. The 
land annexed to the City of Dhar itself is held in inam by 
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the family of a brahmin, to whom it was given on the first 
establishment of the Powars. Fourteen villages are held 
by Maena Baee as her jagheer, and are by far the most 
valuable in the district. 

.A Statement of the revenues of all these, as well as of 
the 89 belonging exclusively to the State, is annexed, No. 1. 

* 

An Officer, sometimes termed the Chowdry and some- 
times the Desmook, Zemindar, or Mundlooeé, assisted by 
another designated thé Kanoongo, or Despandia, who is a kind 
of Registrar, is entrusted with the interior regulation of the 
pergunnah ; his office is to settle the amount of revenue to 


. be paid by each village, grant leases, draw up the legal forms 


oftagreement, &e., &c. He is also the channel of communi- 
cation between the land-holders and the Government, from 
the former of whom he is entitled to receive an annual sum 
of Rupees 18 for every village the revenues of which exceed 
Rupees 100, and 5 per cent. on the collections; toa share of 
these sums the Kanoongo is also entitled. From the Govern- 
ment each of these Officers holds a village in inam, the 
revenues of that»granted to the former yield Rupees 900, of 
that belonging to the latter Rupees 625 annually; their 
offices are hereditary. 


Two methods of farming out the land prevail in this 


‘pergunnah, the first and most general is thus: an indi- 


vidual of property, sometimes a Sowgar or a Bunniah, and 
sometimes a wealthy Potail, receives from Government a 
lease of one or more villages for three, four, or five years, 
but seldom or never for a longer period than the last. The 
engagement on his part is to pay to the Government a 


a 
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fixed sum on the expiration of his lease; he has the liberty 
of paying annually whatever portion of the amount he can 
afford, but on the termination of the last year of his 
lease must make good the sum total; Government on their 
part deave to him the whole of the regulation and the inter- 
nal economy of the village. : 


It is, however, often the case that the Goverament 
violate their engagements with respect to the rent, and 
compel the lease-holder to pay « larger sum than that stipu- 
lated, so that the latter, after taking out a lease, finds himself 
called upon for a rent amounting to one-half more than the 
original agreement, namely, for a lease-hold ground of 
Rupees 1,000 he will have to pay Rupees 1,500. 

The rates at which the leases are granted are deter- 
mined by a reference to the amount of the revenue for the 
ten antecedent years, and according as the average may be 
are so fixed.. By the lease-holder the land is, with the 
assistance of the Potails, parcelled out to the ryots, whose 
payments vary according to the nature of the crops they 
raise and the quality of the soil; for instance, each crop of 
wheat from Rupees 1-4 to Rupees 2-8 per beegah, indian 
corn from Rupees 2 to 5, vegetables Rupees 10 or 12, and 
sugarcane as high as Rupees 15; the villages thus farmed 
out are called Izara. 


The second method is, when the cultivators receive the 
grants of their lands directly from the Government, paying 
according to the rates just mentioned, these payments, how- 
ever, are usually settled by the Chowdry, the Kanoongo, the 
Putwaree (who is.an Agent deputed by the Government to 
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inspect and report upon the real state of the crops and the 
country), and the Potail of the village; a deduction is 
generally admitted by Government for Asmanee and Sool- 
tanee, or losses sustained by the cultivators from an 
unfavorable season or from the passage of troops. The 
ryotg are seldom allowed grants for a longer period than 
one year, excepting when they are known to be men of 
substance and character; in such instances the grants are 
extended to two or three years. The villages under this 
regulation are denominated Kalsa. , 

Quit-rents aré seldom issued in this pergunnah fora 
longer period than one year, after the expiration of which 
the value of its produce is calculated, and according to 
the probable amount so is the rent to be paid for the en- 
suing year. 


The collections from the ryots are made by the Potail, 
assisted by the Putwaree above alluded to, who is entitled 
to five seers of the produce of each beegah from the 
ryots. 


The Potails of the villages are hereditary, and in most 
instances throughout the Dhar Pergunnah the office is divid- 
ed among several brothers of a family. On the occasion of 
the death of an elder brother it descends to his son, who 
exercises the authority in conjunction with the surviving 
brothers. In cases where the family becomes extinct, the 
Government invests with the office any other whom it may 
choose to select, but the person so privileged is charged with 
the payment of Rupees 5 nuzzerana the first year after 
his investiture. 


a 
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The Potail is a kind of Chief Magistrate, his authority 
extending over every individual in the village; he is also 
charged with the maintenance of any of the Government 
servants or soldiers who may chance to arrive. For the 
support of these expenses, as well as in consideration of 
his office, a certain proportion of land is assigned to chim, 
for which he pays rent every second year only, the produce 
of the first being his own. In addition to this he receives 
from the ryots five seers of the produce of each beegah ; this 
last mentioned practice obtains“in. several villages, but not 
in all, and, indeed, in the majority ‘of the Dhar villages‘ 
the Potails have no other maintenance than the land. 


These rights of the Potails are considered unalienable, . 
and are not affected by the nature of the land tenure, but 
are the same whcther the villages are Izara or Kalsa. 


Not only is the Potail charged with the collection of 
the revenues, but it is his office to assign each cultivator 
his proportion of the ex-charges or exactions, many of 
which under different heads are levied from each village ; 
they are as follows :— ‘ 


Kutotree.—A levy of 14 per cent. on the revenue paid 
by the village to Government, customary, I am informed, 
throughout many of the Mahratta States. 


. Nuzzur Puttee.—A fee of 5 per cent. upon the lease. 


Karkoonee.—A -collection of 8 per cent. for the pay- 
ment of the petty Officers of Government. 


Ratib.—A tax of 23 per cent. for the feeding of the 
State horses. 
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Pohdaree.—A sum of 2 per cent. for defraying the 
charges of Treasurers and Pohdars. 


Chunda.—A fixed sum of Rupees 6 on each village, 
levied annually for religious purposes. 


Paug Goss.—A fixed sum of Rupees 4 on each village 
for defraying the expenses of the Hooly festival. 


Soot Chursa.—A tax of Rupees 2 per village in lieu of 
leather and cotton thread, a certain supply of pean articles 
they were formerly epiect to furnish. 


All the above’sums go into the coffers of the State, but 
additional charges for the benefit of individuals are levied 
_ as follows :— 


Nuzzur.—For Maena Baee Rupees 4 annually from 
each village. 


Nuzzur.—For Imrut Rao Tanteah, Tehseeldar of the 
Government, and nephew to Bapoo Rughoonauth, Rupees 2 
from each village. 


Baee Nuveesee.—A. levy of 4 per cent. for the mainte- ~ 
nance of the wrjter of Maena Baee. 


Nuzzerana.—A charge of Rupees 18 per village for the 
maintenance of the Chowdry and Kanoongo. 


Damee.—Five percent. on the revenue of each village 
for the same purpose. 


The jagheer of Maena Bace and the villages granted 
as inam are not exempted from similar exactions. Maéna 
Baee charges each village with Rupees 16 per cent. as Ku- 
totree and a fixed sum of Rupees 36 in lieu of every 
other demand. 


60 REPORT UPON THE DHAR STATE. 


On enquiring from the Tehseeldar, Imrut Rao Tanteah, 
why, instead of these various and complex charges, a pro- 
portionate sum was not added to the amount of revenue 
and charged simply under that head, he informed me that 
it was purely in compliance with the prejudices of the 
people that such a measure was not adopted. They weuld, 
he said, by an increase of revenue feel an alarm which, 
under the present system, does not exist. Such a prejudice, 
I suppose, owes its origin to the people being for years fami- 
liarized to a system which, unde? other circumstances, could 
only be regarded as one of the severest oppressions. : 


I am informed that some of the charges have been in 
existence since the first establishment of the Powars, and 5 
some since the time of Rungherao Apa Oreekur. 


Some there are again of more recent introduction 3 but 
from all I have yet been able to discover, I am led to believe 
that the depopulation of Dhar is rather to be attributed to 
the unceasing excesses of predatory troops passing and 
repassing than to the faults of the Local Government. 


The latter has, I do not doubt, been frequently driven 
by its necessities to press hard upon the people; but the 
main cause will be found in the incursions primarily of 
Holkar and Scindiah, as already mentioned in the account 
of Anund Rao the 2nd and of events subsequent to his 
death ; and. secondarily, in the excesses of Murhaur Rao 
Powar and Ramdeen; the latter was wont to plunder the 
villages sometimes twice in the year. 


The fact that, before the appearance of the British 
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power in Malwa, some of the depopulated villages began to 
recover their inhabitants, seems to yindicate the Local 
Government from the charge of severe exaction. 


The productions of the Dhar Pergunnah are as 
follows :-—Indian-corn, great millet, rice, wheat, gram, pease, 
linseed, moong, oorud, musoor, toor, three sorts of oil plants, 
named teel, sursong, and ramtolee, sugarcane, cotton, hemp, 
safflower, red pepper, tobacco, ginger, garlic, turmeric, 
morinda, onions, cucumbers, carrots, sweet ‘potatoes, egg- 


* plant, raddishes, and 4 considerable variety of other roots and 


. 


vegetables: Opium is cultivated, but in small quantities ; 
fruits are not very abundant, the principal are custard 
apples, mangoes, guavas, oranges, limes, plantains, 
pomegranates, &c., &c. : 


The City of Dhar is the only town of any note in the 
pergunnah; it appears to have covered at one period a 
vast extent of ground, but nowis only three quarters of 
a mile in length from north to south, and scarcely half a 
mile in breadth; it has a well-supplied bazar, and is 
watered by eigkt large and two small tanks with many 
wells and two or three bowlies. 


In the town there are many fine buildings, and in the 
outskirts two grand mosques of red granite, which are 
fast falling to decay. The fort is entirely detached from 
the city though very near it; the southern angle rests 
on the suburbs, the road running between. It is situated 
on a rising ground about 40 feet above the level of the - 
plain; is built of fine red granite with lime cement, and is 
of an oblong shape, conforming itself to the hill on which it 
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stands; it has 14 circular and 2 square towers, each 
said to mount a gun; the height of the walls is from 30 
to 35 feet; there is no ditch, but traces of the commence- 
ment of one at the bottom of the hill are perceptible. 


The northern side of the fort is occupied by a solid 
round tower of 2U0 yards’ girth on the exterior; on this 
stands the palace. In the area there is another palace and 
several other buildings. The gate of the fort is on the 
western face and is guarded by three outworks, which are 
defended by octagon towers at the angies. 


The city is said to have contained about 20 years 
ago 8,000 houses; the number now scarcely amounts to 
5,000 houses, namely, 500 houses of Mahomedans, 500 


Mahrattas, 700 Malwa Brahmins, 500 Dukhinies, 900- 


Bunyas, 500 Weavers, 55 Yowlies or herdsmen, 55 Kaets, 
25 Pinjarees or cotton-cleaners, 16 Ganjaries or preparers 
of ganja, 200 Mallees, 1 Indigo-dyer;-15 Bheesties, 100 
Tailees or oil-makers, 30 Tailors, 50 Sawyers, 7 Blacksmiths, 
8 Sicklegurs, 30 Carpenters, 24 Rajmaistrees, 20 Choomars, 
20 Koonjra or vegetable-sellers, 5 Moockies, 8 Butchers, 
25 Sweepers, 35 Milk-sellers, 5 Tape-makers, 5 Turban- 
makers, 55 Barbers, 15 Koomars, 5 Tattaira or brass pot- 
makers, 15 Borahs, 25 Sungtarash or stone-cutters, 5 Bam- 
poor or bamboo-cutters, 7 Cheefray or Chintz printers, 
4 Dyers, 5 Pan-sellers, 20 Bearers, 4 Moonyar or bangle- 
makers, 50 Soonars, 7 Workers in Lac, 20 Kullals or 
distillers, 5 Halwayees or sweatmeat-makers, 10 Puttoce 
or workers in silk, 15 Dhobees, 1 Khuradeé or turner, 1 
Barootgur or gunpowder-maker, 7 Mahomedan Fuqueers, 
and 7 Prostitutes. 


€ 
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The above is the number of families or houses,.so that- 


” the population of the city, exclusive of the troops, may 


> 


> 


be fairly estimated at 18 or 20,000 men, women, and 
children. 


In the villages of this district the number and descrip- 
tion of the inhabitants is as follows :— 

Brahmins’ houses 163, Rajpoots’ 1,379, Byragies’ 85, 
Poorbees’ 82, Gossains’ 477 Mahrattas’ 18, Bheels of the 
cultivating class 257, Bhauts’ 31, Dzaths’ 120, Nyutheys’ 211, 
Domks’ 1,*Sindees’ 43, Bopheys’ 16, Dolees’ 28, Kulota 102, 
Goojurs’ 22, Deswallees’ 52, Mewathees’ 5, Dhakur 3, Kaets’ 
17, Surgurrah 10, Fakeers’ 20, Borahs’ 1, Mankur 6, 
Shirwee 14, Bambees’ 25, Keer 8, Toree 6, Gundee 6, 
Alleys’ 23, Kolees’ 19, Kuttrie 1, Koonbee or cultivators’ 4.4.2, 
Lohdey, also a tribe of . cultivators, 371, Aheer, another 
tribe, 158, Bildars’ 38, Koomars’ or potters’ 67, barbers’ 87, 
weavers’ 492, carpenters’ 83, washermen’s 19, Godhies or 
shepherds’ 145, tailors’ 52, merchants’ 121, smiths’ 60, oil- 
men’s 37, sweepers’ 17, baughree 263, mallees’ 186, basket- 
makers’ 10, loorees or gunny weavers’ 4, Kuhars’ 2, distillers’ 
12, fruiterers’ 19, tobacco cultivators’ 9, cotton cleaners’ 10, 
Soonars’ 13, Chumars’ 125, dyers’ 6, Moochees 1, Gunteevallas’ 
6, total 5,808; so that the extent of the population of 
the villages may be estimated at nearly 23,000 men, women, 
and children. 

To the’ tradesmen the profits of a small proportion of 
land in each village is allotted; if they are natives of the 
place, they also receive presents from the people. The. 
other tribes subsist both by labor and by farming. 
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NaLcHau. 

Adjoining the Dhar Pergunnah, on the S. S. E., is that 
of Nalchah, containing 49 villages, 10 of which only are 
under the immediate control of the Government, and out 
of this small number 8 only are inhabited. To one quit- 
rent grants for three years, from 1874 or 1817-18, have.been 
issued, and to the remaining two a similar indulgence was 
granted for one year on the stipulation that one-half the 
value of the land should be paid the second year, and the 
whole the third. er 


25 villages belong to the Bheels, 18 of ‘which are 
also desolate, and the remaining 7 pay a tankah of one 
Rupee per village. 


The rent of the pergunnah is in the hands of three Chiefs, 
named Bukhet Singh, Oodey Singh, and Dhokul Singh, each 
of whom have the secondary appellation of Boomyah, which 
seems to be of the same import as Bheel. Bukhet Singh 
Boomyah possesses two villages, yielding Rupees 800 per 
annum, which were granted to him in Inaum about forty 
years ago, and two more from which the Powar claims 
a tankah of Rupees 300. 


Oodey Singh Boomyah received also two villages in 
Inaum about the same period as Bukhet Singh, which are 
valued at Rupees 700 per annum; for seven more he is 
‘charged with a tankah to the Dhar Government of Rupees 
1,065. 


Dhokul Singh holds but one village, from which a 
tankah of Rupees 425 is also claimed. 
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These Chieftains will seldom comply with the demand 
* of the Government for the payment of the tribute ; recently, 
however, they have entered into engagements to pay one- 
half of the amount for 1875 or 1818-19, and the whole sum 
on the ensuing year. 

The land tenures, I am informed, are of the same 
nature as of Dhar, both in the villages immediately belong- 
ing to the Government, and in those under the Boomyah 
Chieftains. The productiors of the soil are also similar. 


The population of Nalchah is estimated at 363 families 
or 1,452 souls, viz., 33 houses of Rajpoots, 9 Brahmins, 
36 cultivating Bheels, 33 Kachees, 5 Byragies, 86 Dzaths, 3 
Poorbees, 5 Mahomedans, 1 Kupar, 5 Torce, 1 Bheclalee, 1 
Dolee, 1 Gossain, 2 Aheer, 7 cowherds, 8 mahajuns, 
4 Koomars, 10 carpenters, 7 smiths, 1 basket-maker, 
1 Borah, 2 tailors, 18 mallees, 23 weavers, 4 oilmen, 
9 Chumars, 5 barbers, 2 distillers, 8 Deswallees, 27 Kalker, 
5 goatherds, 1 Soonar. 


Manpoo. 


On the southern confines of Nalchah, and situated 
amongst the hills, stands the town and fort of Mandoo; 
the former is deserted and the last falling into decay. It 
was formerly the residence of the Hindoo Rajahs of Dhar, 
and, after the Mahomedan conquest, the seat of Government 
of the Soubahs of Malwa. . 


The fort,~which is now a place of religious resort, is 
occupied by some few Byragies, who ‘derive their support 
from some villages in Dhurrempooree. 
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DHURREMPOOREE. 


Directly south of Mandoo and south inclining a little 
west of Nalchah is the Pergunnah and Town of Dhurrem- 
pooree; the pergunnah is partitioned into three divisions, 
viz., Tarrapooree, Dowul, and Koojwah. 

The Division of Tarrapooree comprises 8 inhabited 
villages, including the town of Dhurrempooree, and 80 
uninhabited. Of the former, 6 belong to the Govern- 
ment, 1 is held by the Zeminddr and Kanoongo, and 1 by 
an Officer of the Baee. . 

The Dowul Division contains 10 inhabited villages, of 
which 6 are the property of the State, 1 is held by the . 
Zemindar and Kanoongo, 1 was given in Inaum to a 
Boomyah or Bheel Chieftain, named Futtey Singh, and 
another to a Byragie; the 10th is in the hands of Nadir Bheel 
charged with a tankah, which he does not think proper to 
pay. The remaining villages in this division are 35 in 
number and without inhabitants. 


In the third division, Koojwah, are 15 inhabited 
villages, 11 belonging to the State, 3 held in Inaum by the 
Byragies of Mandoo, and 1 by the Zemindar and Kanoongo ; 

. 44 are deserted. 


When the district was flourishing, 63 allaage'ot of the 
109 now desolate yielded revenue to Government; 39 were 
in the hands of the Bheels, and 7 were Inamee. 

To the present occupants leases for four years have 
been given, commencing from this year 1875. 
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x It appears, however, that the quit-rents are merely 


a 


. 


nominal, for no sooner do the villages begin to make any 
appearances, than demands are made upon them; perhaps, 
after the first or second year, the Potails are called in and are 
informed that the Government having incurred various ex- 
penses on their account, some payments are expected, although 
Government have no desire to use force on the occasion. 


The Potails are ‘hereditary, but have no allotments of 
ground and are not distinguished from the other cultivators 
but by the control of *the village vested in them. 


Of the 33 inhabited villages, 23 belong to the State as 
above detailed ; 8 of these are Kalsa and 15 Izara. 


The practice of dividing the land into beegahs is not 
known here or in any part of Nimawur. The cultivators 
receive from the Izaradars or from the Government, accord- 
ing as their village is Kalsa or Izara, portions of land 
which are rated agreeably to their produce. 


The City of Dhurrempooree is situated at the conflu- 
ence of the Kotah with the Nerbudda, and on the right 
bank of the last-mentigned river. In the middle of the 
Nerbudda and opposite the junction of the streams com- 
mences an island, about a quarter of a mile in breadth, and 
exending from this point two miles to the eastward. The 
principal stream of the Nerbudda’ flows between this island 
and its left’bank. 


The houses of this city are constructed for the most 
part of unhewn stone, and it is said formerly to have con- 
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tained 10,000 houses ; it now comprises but 84. The ruins, : 
however, are to be traced to a very considerable distance.” 
There is a Pagoda and five or six houses of Brahmins on the 
above-mentioned island. 


The existing families are as follows :— 6 


4 Brahmins, 2 Kahits, 5 Rajpoots, 2 Mahrattas, 6 
Kahars, 4 Mussulmans, 3 Mankur, 1 Purdesee, 9 Baroodeh, 
7 weavers, 1 sweeper, 2 potters. barber, 1 tailor, 1 pan- 
seller, 2 cotton cleaners, 1 Chumar, 3-Soonars, 1 smith, 5 
oilmen, 2 distillers, 1 dyer, 1 dhobee, 14 mahajuns, 4 
preparers of aul, a red dye; in all about 336 men, women, 
and children. 


The number of families in the villages is 524, and 
are as follows:—21 Brahmins, 1 Kahit, 75 Rajpoots, 4 
Mahrattas, 1 Kahar, 11 Mahomedans, 45 Mankur, 3 
Purdesee, 51 Baroodch, 2 Fukeers, 49 Bheelalee, 11 Gossains, 
120 Koombees, a tribe of cultivators, 22 Muttahs, a tribe 
of Rajpoots, 6 Aheer, 3 Mewaties, 3 Byragies, 2 Keers, 4 
Maroo, 1 barber, 3 Kachees, 3 Dzaths, 43 weavers, 1 sweeper, 
2 potters, 7 barbers, 7 mahajuns, 2 tailors, 2 Chumars, 1 
Soonar, 3 smiths, 4 oilmen, 1 distiller, 1 dhobee, 9 carpenters ; 
in all about 3,000 souls. : 


SOOLTANABAD. 


On the southern bauk of the Nerbudda and imme- 
diately opposite Dhurrempooree is the District of Sooltanabad 
Tickree: this is divided into four parts, vizS Sooltanabad 
Division, Bomdah Division, Omurdah Division, and Nim- 
ranee Division, to each of which there is a Zemindar and 
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Kanoongo, who are at present subsisted by cultivating like 
The ryots. 


The first division above named contains 23 villages, 
of which 8 only are inhabited and belong to Govern- 
ment, of the remaining 20, which are deserted, 19 are 
“the property of the State and 1 of the Zemindar and 
Kanoongo. 


The second division, Bofhdah, has 3 inhabited villages 
‘and 6 deserted ; of, the former two belong to Government 
and dne to a Byragic, and of the latter 1 is the right 
of the Zemindar and Kanoongo, one of a Byragie, and 4 
of Government. 


In the third division, Omurdah, are 4 inhabited 
villages belonging to Government; 5 more are desolate, 
namely, 4 Government, and 1 Mundlooee and Kanoongo. 


The fourth or Neemranee Division comprises 16 villages, 
of which only one is populated. - 


To those which are populated, four years’ quit-rent leases 
from 1875 have been issued on the same terms exactly as I 
have already stated in the account of Dhurrempooree. The 
land tenures, &c., &c., are also similar. To the Potails, 
however, assignments of land are made, which is not the 
case in the last-mentioned pergunnah. 


The number of families in all the Sooltanabad District 
is 205, viz.,53 Rajpoots, 17 Brahmins, 21 Aheers, 3 Kahars, 
1 Myutthee, 22 Baroodehs, 13 Kolees, 1 Poorbee, 17 Mankur, 
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6 Gossain, 5 boatmen, 2 Mahomedans, 5 Bheelalees, 1 Partu_ 
or Shikaree, 6 ‘oilmen, 2 carpenters, 1 sweeper, 4 mabajuns, 
1 barber, 4 Chumars, 1 potter, 1 dhobee, 15 weavers, 1 
distiller, 1 smith, 1 tailor, about 820 souls. 


BILKyR. : im 


On the southern bank of the Nerbudda and adjoining 
Sooltanabad on the east is the Pergunnah of Bilkyr. 


The villages are only 26 in number, 13 inhabited and 
18 desolate; of the former 12 belong to the State and 1 
to a Gossain, and of the latter 12 to the State and 1 to 
the Zemindar and Kanoongo. 


The same remarks in respect to the Potails, lands, &c., 
apply to this as to the District of Sooltanabad, and the 
quit-rents are for the same period. In each of the three 
districts enumerated there is an Officer from the Dhar 
Government, to whom the Zemindars and Kanoongo are 
responsible. 


These are Natives of Baroda, and, indeed, the majority 
of the public Officers, from Bapoo Rughoonauth to the 
writer of Maena Baee, owe their birth to that eity, or have 
issued through it from the Dukhin. I except, however, the 
Zemindar, Kanoongo, Putwarees, and Potails, who are natives 
of the soil. 


To treat of the productions of these districts on the 
Nerbudda is a matter of considerable difficulty, as the 
small number of villages in that quarter now inhabited, 
and which appear after all mere skeletons, began only 


. 
REPORT UPON THE DHAR STATE. 71 


in the course of the present year to revive from the exhaust- - 
‘ed condition into which they had sunk. I am informed 
that they are the same as in Dhar, excepting opium, to 
which the soil is not favorable, and wheat. 


The population of Bilkyr cannot be estimated at more 
Phan 416 men, women, and children. The number of fami- 
lies is 104, viz., 9 Brahmins, 15 Koombees, 15 Rajpoots, 45 
Aheers, 7 Mankur, 2 Mahomedans, 1 Mahratta, 2 Gossains, 
1 mahajun, 1 smith, 5 weavess, 1 carpenter. 

. e 


DooneLan. 


In the valley of the Nerbudda, south a little west 
of Mhow, and nearly west of the Jaum Gaut, is the Per- 
gunnah of Doonglah, which has not yet commenced recover- 
ing from its entire desolation. 


BuDNAWUR. 


Nearly due north of Dhar is the Pergunnah of Bud- 
nawur: this contains 138 villages, of which 119 are in the 
hands of 12} Rajpoot Kotrees or families tributary to 
Dhar, and the remainder immediately under the Govern- 
ment, 


The Kotrees are as follows :— 


1. Mooltan, Sewaee Singh Thakoor, number of villages 
20; for the whole of these the tribute he is charged with 
amounts to Rupees 18,544; part of the balance due to the 
Dhar Government for 1874 was remitted by Rughoonauth 
and part the Rangree has paid. A considerable sum still 
remains due, the payment of which he still withholds. 
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2.- Kachee Baroda, Bugvent Singh Thakoor; he holds _ 
14 villages, the tribute upon which is Rupees 11,087. 


One village, formerly belonging to the Thakoor of 
Buckutgurh, he retained in his possession, upon which 
nothing is charged. It appears that the Chief of Backut- 
gurh put to death a man in the service of the Soomer Chief 
the father of the present Bugvent Singh, and afterwards 
bestowed this village on the son of the man he had killed. 
This last person died without hoirs, in consequence of which 
Bugvent Singh scized the village;° two others he holds” 
in Izara at the rate of Rupees 2,193. ; 


3. Buckutgurh, Pertee Singh Thakoor: this man is. 
Zemindar or Mundlooee of the district, and holds 34 
tributary villages, charged with Rupees 17,418, and 1 
Izara at the rate of Rupees 1,108. I have omitted to 
mention above that the Kachee Baroda Chief also withholds 
‘the balance of -the revenue for 1874, although a similar 
indulgence to that granted to the Mooltan Chief and to 
all the others was given by Bapoo Rughoonauth. 


4. Kodh, Gopal Singh Thakoor; in this, Kotree are 
ten villages, all paying tankah, which amounts to Rupees 
9,513. 


5. Berwaul, Thakoor Pudum Singh: this man is de- 
ranged, but his affairs are under the control of a Bunnyah, 
named Nagjee, who is now in confinement by order of 
Rughoonauth on a charge of having plundered and put 
to death another Bunniah moving from Amjerah with 
property to the amount of Rupees 20,000. The number of 


REPORT UPON THE DHAR STATE. 73 


Tillages i is seven and the tankah Rupees 9,658, but from this 
“also the Dhar Goverument cannot receive the balance of 
tribute for 1874. 


6. Bhynsolah Dotreah, Chunden Singh Byreesal and 
Omeyd Singh Thakoors: these are brothers and noted plun- 


“derers; their villages are 8 and amount of tribute Rupees 
3,274, 


7. Gajhnowd, Aonkar» Singh Thakoor;’ he has but 
-one village, of which the tribute is Rupees 1,991. 
° e ‘< 
8. Dharsee Kairah, Bukhtawur Singh Thakoor; two 
. Villages and tribute Rupees 1,543. 


9. "Mungleea Boraree, Pyrtee Singh Thakoor; two 
villages and tribute Rupees 1,665. - 


10. Musoorea, Bhuwanee Singh Thakoor ; one village 
and tribute Rupees 725. 


11. Berchah, Khesree Singh Thakoor ; one village and 
tribute Rupees 763. 

12. Kutoreeah, Umr Singh Thakoor, Kanoongo of 
the district ; five villages and tribute Rupees 3,000. 


4 Kotree, Bautkeree village, tribute Rupees 225. 


A half Kotree is nothing more than a designation un- 
der which it is customary to class a possession of inferior 
value. 


k 
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The villages are inhabited and flourishing, and each 
Chieftain has the entire control of all composing his” 
‘Kotree; and they areeithcr Kalsa or Izara according to his 
pleasure. 


The occupations of the inhabitants and the distinc- 
tions of castes are of the same nature as in the Dhar District ; 
so are the productions of the soil. 


KooKsrE. 

About 10’miles from the northern bank of the Ner- — 
budda and 8. 8. E. of Dhar, from which it is separated by a 
mountainous, woody ridge inhabited by Bheels, is the district 
of Kooksee. 


It has been formerly mentioned as under the united 
control of Kurreem Borah and Moozaffir, the Jemadar of 
Muckranees; it contains 53 villages, of which 24 are 
inhabited, 7 are Paee Kusta, or villages without inhabi- 
tants, the lands of which are cultivated by the occupants of 
some neighbouring place, and 22 are deserted. 


An estimate of the revenue is annexed (No. 2), but it 
can only be considered as conjectural, it being customary in 
this district for the Government to receive in lieu of fixed 
payments a proportion of the two annual crops, viz., one-half 
of the Choomassee or Khureef crop, and one-third of the 
Rubbee crop; the collections must, consequently, be ex- 
tremely fluctuating. 


The custom of granting lands at a certain rate per 
beegah as practised in the Dhar Pergunnah does not exist. 
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Ten of the inhabited villages are occupied by the Bheels 
of the cultivating class; as they are of restless habits the 
revenue must be in a constant state of fluctuation, and 
from the same cause it is hardly possible to ascértain the 
number of inhabitants. 

Pieces of land are sometimes let out immediately from 
Government to the ryot at a certain rate per annum, yet 
this must be regarded as a mere nominal grant, the collec- 
tions being levied in kind us above stated. * Garden land, 
however, is an exception to this usage, fixed prices being 
established for it without any reference to the product. 


Formerly the Izara usage prevailed, but now the 
system is entirely Kalsa. The various charges under the 
head of Kutorie, &c., exacted in the Dhar Pergunnah, are 
here unknown; but numerous extortions of every descrip- 
tion, under pretence of Military charges, &c., are common. 
Claims are often laid toa certain proportion of cattle and 
seizures accordingly made, to which may be added numerous 
fines and levies in money. 


The office of Zemindar or Mundlooee was formerly of 
the same description as, in Dhar and was hereditary ; he 
was entitled to a tenth of the produce or revenue, which, 
together with two half per cent. for the Kanoongo, was 
deducted from the payments to Government and not from 
the cultivator. 7 


Originally the direction of the affairs of the pergunnah 
was vested in the Zemindar; but, in the course of time, it 
was divided among the several branches of his family. 
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Certain villages were assigned to each branch, out of which 
their expenses were paid; the eldest still retaining the chief 
authority. 


During the present usurpation of Kurreem and Moozaffir 
it has been set aside. The chief Zemindar and all. the . 
others have lost their revenues and merely receive the 
sayer or taxes on merchandise and occasional small. sums 
for their support. 

The productions of this pergunnah are: the great 
millet, wheat, Indian-corn, gram, rice, and a ‘variety of 
other grains as in Dhar; also vegetables of different sorts, 
also garlic, turmeric, linseed, &c., &c. 


The Potails are hereditary and are supported by 
assignments of land; their appointments were originally 
conferred by the Soubahs of Mogul Empire or by the 
Zemindars under their orders; their functions are the 
same as in the Dhar Pergunnah, and they were till Moozaffir 
and Kurreem’s time exercised under the superintendence of 
the Zemindar ; now, however, they are entizely under the 
Karkoon of Kurreem Ram Row Pundit. 


The district is very poorly inhabited; in none of the 
villages does the number of houses or families exceed 50. 
Very few contain more than 20, and in one there are 
only 4. I except, however, the town of Kooksee, in 
which there are a thousand; the population, therefore, 
cannot be supposed to exceed 7,000 men, women, and 
children ; but in this computation the ten Bheel villages 
are not included for reasons already given. 
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~The occupations of the inhabitants are by no means 
various, a few or none, as far as I have,been able to 
discover, being followed other than those of cultivators, 
blacksmiths, carpenters, and barbers; there are also some 
few Chumars. The four latter classes are subsisted by 
- giftsa &c., from the cultivators, which are deducted from the 
revenues. * 
CHIKULDA. 

South-east of Kooksee, on the northern bank of the 
_Nerbudda, is Chikulda, which has already been stated to 
be the jagheer of Beema Bace; its revenue, arising from 
31 inhabited villages, amounts to Rupees 6,069 annas 2. 
Some of these villages are farmed out according: to the 
‘Izara system, but the greater part are Kalsa. 


The Potails are hereditary, and the land is not divided 
into beegahs as in Dhar, but parcelled out in the same man- 
ner as in Kooksee; the payments are not made in kind, but 
in money. Two villages are held in jagheer by an individual, 
named Malajee Boleah, and one by another person called 
Oenaique Sookal, and a fourth by a Gossain. Thirty- 
nine more are entirely desolate, together with the half 
villages of Singana and Bajree: these two places were 
divided between this district and those of Looharee and 
Kooksee, that is to say, the half of Singana belonged 
to Looharee, and the half of Bajree to Kooksee. Although 
no defined extra charges in the shape of Kutorie, Nuzzur, 
&c., are hera levied, yet heavy exactions are made under 
the pretence of. Military charges, &c., and to these, I am 

_ informed, the desolation of the country is chiefly to be 
ascribed. 
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BANCANEER. ee 
East of Kooksee and E. N. E. of Chikulda is Bancaneer. 


This is the jagheer of Jeswunt Rao Patun, a marriage 
connection of Dowlut Rao Scindiah; it is partitioned into 
three divisions, those of Bancaneer, Barodeh, and Ekuldarra. ° 


In the Division of Bancaneer there are 17 villages, 
including the town, of which only 5 are inhabited, 1 is Pace 
Kusta, and the remainder deserted. The population of this 
division may be estimated at 552 men, women, and children, 


The Division of Barodeh comprises 28 villages, viz., 14 
inhabited, 3 Paee Kista, 1 held by Thakoor Balwan Singh, 
for which he pays a tribute of Rupees 800, and 11 deserted. 
The population amounts to about 664. 


Ekulbarra Division contains 13 villages, viz., 6 inhabited, 
1 Paee Kusta, and 6 deserted. The population is estimated 
at 256. . 


A fourth division, or that of Munawar, was formerly 
attached to this district, but about 60 years ago was se- 
parated and attached ¢o Amjerah, charged, however, with a 
tribute of Rupees 2,000 to Bancaneer. 


The revenues of the pergunnah, which are paid in 
money, together with the above-mentioned tankah, yield a 
sum of Rupees 5,750 per annum. The villages are Kalsa, 
with the exception of three, which are leasehold. ‘In one : 
the ground is divided into beegahs, the prices of which are 
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according to the crops; but in all the rest the same method 
is practised as in Chikulda and Kooksee. 


The Potails are hereditary, but have been so only since 
the Mahratta conquest; for their support they are allowed 
portigns of ground, for which they pay revenue every third 
year. 


The exactions in this district are so heavy, that the 
people may be said for every single rupee fo pay two, a 
‘circumstance which hks, as may have been expected, led to 
the desertidn of thé inhabitants. 


LowAREE. 
Adjoining Kooksee and situated from it W. N. W. is 
the little Pergunnah of Loharee. I have pointed out how 
this district fell into the hands of Rughoonauth. 


It contains 22% villages, of which 7} only are inhabited ; 
the Potails are hereditary and the system of farming 
Kalsa. The nature of the land tenures in every other res- 
pects as well as the payments are the same as Chikulda. 

Beemah Baee, in her ‘struggles to regain possession of 
this place, is said to have been the leading cause of the 
desertion of the villages. 

’ AMJERAH. 

West, inclining a little south of Dhar is Amjerah: 
this tract, which comprises 175 villages, has been divided 
into so*many petty independencies that not more than 43 
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villages remain to the present Rajah, 15 of which only are 
inhabited; the rest are entirely desolate. There are also 
10 Bheel villages tributary to him, including the Fort of 
Lalgurh, but only 3 are inhabited. 


Fifty-six villages are jagheers of individuals of his 
family, 8 are gifts to Brahmins, 6 are held by the public 
Officers of the State, and 14, including the villages * of 
Rawut or Rowtee, have been given over to individual for 
the discharge of debts; they also pay Rupees 2,000 of the 
tribute to Scindiah. - 

Shahpoora and Rignode, with two villages dependent 
on the latter, are in the hands of the manager of Dowlut. 
Rao Scindiah; to these he has recently added a third. He 
is said to collect annually from Rupees 18,000 to 21,000. 


Others are held by relations, viz., Duttegaum with 6 
dependent villages and 11 Parahs of Bheels are held in’ 
Inaum by Koomaun Singh, for which, as well as for 4 
others in the hands of his brother, he is charged with a share 
of the tribute to Scindiah of Rupees 3,000. 


Bopawur,* with five other villages and three Bheel 
Parahs, is in the hands of Himmut Singh, whose share of 
the same tribute is Rupees 1,270. 


“Wullairee, with six Gependencies, the tribute of which is 
Rupees 633, is held by the younger brother of Hifamut Singh. 


Rajode, which contains 21 villages including the town, 
is held by Purtaub Singh, the amount of whose sHare of 


, 
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~fankah is Rupces 2,000: originally the number of villages 
granted to this Chief was but 9; the remainder he snatched 
from the State in the course of the last 10 years. 


Churawud, with two more, isin the possession of Pud- 
dum @ingh, whose tribute for Scindiah is Rupees 250. 

Sundellalk, with three more, the tribute of which is 
Rupees 100, is held by Dawee Singh. . 

All the above Chiefs are liable to be called upon for the 
performance of Military services when the exigencies of 
the Rajah may require them. 

Eighteen more are held in jagheer by individuals, some 
few of which pay a trifling tribute, the total of which 
amounts to Rupees 300. 


This pergunnah is in a miserable state, so much so that 
their Rajah cannot afford even one horse. The population, 
exclusive of the Bheels, can scarce be estimated at more 
than Rupees 13,000. Many of the villages belonging to 
the Chieftains who are branches of the Rajgh’s family, as 
well as to the jagheerdars and others, are deserted; many 
again, as well those belonging to the Rajah as to others, 
are not more than half inhabited. 

The productions are much the same as in Dhar, with 
this exception that the soil is more favorable to opium. 
The villages are Kalsa, and in some parts the ground_is let 
by the peegah, in others by portions at an established rate. 
The Potails are hereditary, and the revenue of places on this 

Z 
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side the Mhye is paid in money, but, on the other side, the - 
cultivators of grain pay in kind; and for other articles, 
such as cotton, oil plants, &c., &t., their payments are 
in cash. 


Dependent on Amjerah are two small possessions; the 
first, named Sooltanpore, to which 12 Bheel villages are 
attached, is entirely desolate ;* the second, named Munawur, 
comprises 12 villages also: this is almost desolate, but the 
few that are inhabited yield: a revenue to Amjerah of 
Rupees 1,100: pear ; 

The whole of the revenue received by the Rajah amounts 
to Rupees 10,420. The amount of tribute to Scindiah is. 
Rupees 35,000, of which Rupees 9,553 are paid by the Chiefs 
and Jagheerdars above mentioned, and the greater proportion 
of the balance, if not the whole, is collected by Antojec 
Pundit, his Manager, from the places of which he has 
obtained possession. : 


The Rajah appears a weak boy, incapable of any exer- 
tion, and satisfied if he obtains his daily bread. 


TANDA., 


W. 8. W. of Amjerah is Tanda: this is a small dis- 
trict, comprising, exclusive of the town, 56 villages, of 
which 34 are inhabitcd_and 22 deserted. It was a depen- 
dency on Baug, which, on the conquest and,partition of 
Malwa, fell to the share of Scindiah, and is charged 
with an annual tribute of Rupees 1,100 to that place ; it 
is now in the hands of one of Scindiah’s Officers, named 
Moorajee Punt, the late Manager of Baug, who receives, 
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~.on his own account,. the collections, which’ may be esti- 
mated at Rupees 5,000. 

About 50 years ago Devee Singh, the Rajah of 
Bhopawur, succeeded in obtaining possession of Tanda; for 
someyears before it had been subjected to constant dis- 
turbance from him, in consequence of which the Manager, 
Mokeen Rows Madoo, gave it up to himin Izara. In the 
hands of the Chiefs of Bhopawur it remained till four or 
five years ago, when Sooban Rao Boleah, brother- in-law 
‘of Beemah, Bace, on” a refusal of a demant of tribute, 
attacked and burned the fort and town, taking prisoner 
the Rajah, Himmut Singh, on whom he Ee a fine of 
- Rupees 30,000. 


Sooban Rao, having discharged his Puttans and Arabs, 
referred them to this sum for the payment of their arrears, 
and delivered over to them the person of the Rajah as secu- 
rity. Inthe course of a month he-paid Rupees 22,000, but 
not being able to raise the remainder, the Puttans became 
impatient, and insisted that he should either pay them or 
take them into his service. 


To the latter expedient he consented, “but was again 
brought into difficulties by his inability to discharge a new 
debt of Rupees 7,000, which had been created by the ac- 
cumulation of their arrears. This induced him to lead 
them on a plundcring excursion to Rajode, where they 
plundered 8 merchants’ carts travelling under the protection 
of the Dhar Government. Bapoo Rughoonauth demanded 
restitution, and, on their refusal, attacked and defeated the 
Puttans, who retired to Tanda, whilst the Rajah fled to Kode. 
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On this Moorajee Punt, the Manager of Baug, sent_ 
word to the Puttans that the place belonged to his master 
Scindiah, and that’ it would be resymed on his account if 
they refused to restore it to the Izaradar. To enforce com- 
pliance with this he blockaded the roads; the Puttans then 
made an offer to Moozaflir of Kooksee +o sell the district to 
him for Rupees 15,000, who was only deterred from making 
the purchase by the remonstrances and threut of military 
resistance on the part of Moorajec. The latter made an 
offer of Rupees 11,000 to the Puttans, who accepted it 
and gave the district into his hands. 

On reporting the matter to Scindiah, he was directed 
te reimburse himself out of the Awjerah tribute and keep - 
Tandah on aceount of Government. The Amjerah tribute, 
however, had been four years prior to this given in Inaum 
to Hindoo Rao, in consequence of which Moorajee Punt 
retained Tanda in his possession. 


Ifimmut Singh consented to this, on condition that, 
after the liquidation of the sum advanced by Moorajee, the 
district should revert to him; he has now a Karkoon at 
Tanda for the purpose of keeping an account of the col- 
lections. For the protection of the country 47 Horse and 
118 Foot are maintained. : 


The system of land tenures differs from all above des- 
cribed. The villages are all Kalsa or immediately under 
the Government, but the payments are determined by the 
number of bullocks which a piece of land requires for its 
cultivation; for instance, the ryot for a two-bullock field 
pays three Rupees and a half, and so on. . 


* 
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~_. The Potails are not hereditary, but merely appointed 
as occasion requires, and continue in their office during the 
pleasure of themselves or Government’; for their trouble 
they are excused payment for a two-bullock field which 
they cultivate. All the inhabitants of the district are Bheels 
of the civilized or cultivating class before mentioned, but 
are of restless habits. 


® 


e 
Baus. 


South, a little westwatd, of Tanda is the Pergunnah 
“of Baug, one of those possessions which, after the conquest 
of Malwa, Yell to the share of Scindiah. This, together with 
Tandla, Godra, and a considerable tract in the neighbour- 
-hood, was bestowed some time ago by Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
on Maeen Singh Rao Patunkur, with whom he is connected 
by the intermarriage of their children. 


Baug contains 76 villages, of which 27 are deserted ; 
the rest, for the most. part, inhabited by Bheels, whose 
restless, wandering habits, as I have elsewhere noticed, 
preclude the possibility of computing the extent of its po- 
pulation. It is now held in Izara from the Patunkur by 
Ram Rao Pundit ata rent of Rupces. 9,000 annually ; it 
was formerly in the hands of Moorajee Punt, to whom 
Ram Rao very lately succeeded. : 

There is but one crop yearly, viz., the Choornassee or 
Khureef ; consequently, the productions of the soil are not 
so multifarious as in the greater number of those places of 
which I have becn speaking. The whole is a wild and 
hilly tract, in which the difficulty of irrigating the soil 
must be the leading cause of the want of thé Rubbee or 
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dry crop. ‘To this, perhaps, may be attributed the habits of _ 


plundering to which the natives are addicted, as it is hardly 
to be supposed that one scanty harvest can be sufficient for 
the supply of all their necessities. 


In the town of Baug there are two forges or furnaces 
for smelting iron, each of which produces 30tbs. of jron in 
the day and the same quantity during the night. There 
are 3 working shops, where the quantity produced during 
the day is beaten into ploughshares, whilst the produce of. 
the night is thrown aside and worked: during the rainy - 
‘scason ; the ore, which is of two kinds, yellow ana brown, is 
brought’ from the surrounding hills. The - revenue to Go- 
vernment from each shop is Rupees 40 per annum. 


Kunwara. 

Nearly west of Baug is a similar though much smaller 
tract, called Kunwara, now in the hands of Bapoo Rughoo- 
nauth. The town formerly contained 350 houses, but now 
the number is reduced to 10 or 12, chiefly Bhcels. 


. In the district there are only 10 or 12 inhabited villa- 
ges, and these Bhecl Parahs, which pay a trifling tribute. 
The habits of these Bhecls are of the same deseeiption as 
those of Baug. 


Dian, ; (Sd.) A. MacDowatp, 
The 1st Sept. 1818. 2ud Asstt. to Gent. Sir J. Malcolu. 
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Dicraun. 


East of Dhar and adjoining that district is the Per- 
gunnah of Dictaun, a possession of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, but 
given in jagheer to Ketteroojee Mahadeck, a Commander of 
Horse in his service, who realizes about Rupees (25,000) 
twenty-five thousand in the year from it, and from which 
the expenses of his quota aredefrayed. It is exactly similar 
‘to Dhar in tle nature of its land tenures, productions, &e., 
&c., and contains 52 villages, of which 35 are inhabited 

and the rest deserted, It is much’ infested by the Blieels 
of Mandog and Amjerah, and too few troops are maintained 
to give adequate protection. 


Muow, ‘ (Sd.) A. MacDonatp, 
The 22nd Sept. 1818. Qnd Asstt, to Gent. Sir J. Malcoim. 


88 REPORT UPON THE DIIAR STATE. 


No. 1. . 


LIST of inkabited Villages in the Pergunnah of Dhar, with the Revenue 
produced by each. 




















No. GovERNMENT VILLAGES, a rieee Granp Torat, 
See ~ z 
Rs. A. Py Rs. A. P. 
1 | Meerzaporo oo ae ved 16 0 0, | ‘ 
Mendeekaireo ... * ae oe 12 00 
Atraiah = * a0 coe Cie. 807 2 0 
Smowda ¢ .. i ie “998 14 0 
5 | Surwuneea vee ans is 405 oo!” 
Roongleeah oe 33 ene 800 4 0 
Anarud ne ies use 259 14 0 
Tirallai a oh oe 325 0 0 
Birowtahkot’h ,.., ied ie 80 0 0 
10 | Hapseekairee ... « ss wee = 42200 
Pinjnraiah i a ste 72010 0 
Pimpleeah #8 an avs 25015 0 
Y Kunawnl ve os AT 139 11 0 
Makunee es 1 aa 310 7 0 
15 | Nipowlee on i 6413 0 
Kilcheepoorak .., oe a 25 0 0 
Moosowdah ane te Pia tee } 224 6 0 
Taujpoor iat. 4 oe aie 260 0 
| Baburdah von oe Pry 153 8 0 
20 | Kilowleo AG 135 1 0 
Joohawndah Z 33 00 | 
Arowdahkot’h .. sh we [7 5812 
Nugepoor- ofa ae A 93 12 0 
Carried over, Rs. Aue 4,877 1 0° : 
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+No. Government Vintages. eevee Grand Torat, 
Rs. A. PL! OR OAL PL 
Brought forward, Rs. was 4,877 1 0 | 
Teesgaon 577 0 0 
25 * Iskumpoor a 
Kitrecah oh ss 9811 0 
Aisansah . J e@ ! 
Chiawud ie 235 0 
| Kudareeah mor 5 a | 
30 | Shemlsvudah =. 22:13 6 
Karaorah fe 15 30 | 
Chitteeah wee + 600 
Paokoondah a ae 1,482 1 0 
Bilowdah aie 7 1,515 é 6 
35 | Assudoolpoorah .., a 1415 0 
Chundawndah oon os 5 3 6 
Silohdeo 900 
Sadelpoor 300 
Tehooree 612 0 
40 4 Nagorah 2 8146 6 0 
Nnogaon (Khoord) 693 10 # 
Kuree as 509 14 0 
Silohdah (Khoord) a on 453 9 0 
Ekuldoonah oy a 276 3 0 
45 | Nandunkairah “8 2 00 . 
NandanwSssah on Po 800 
Munassah i se aes 875 12 0 
Lusoodeeah dae as wee 22 0 0 
- - Carried over, Rs. - ate 13,266 0 6 
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Government VILLAGES, fvtiegse? Guanp Torart 
F Rs. A. P. Rs. A. PY 

Brought forward, Re. ace 13,266 0 6 
Koorempore oe oe ter 270 0 i 
Chiloor ite . ot 27 9 0 ° 
Knrolah (Khoord) 7 = 1602 7 
Loharee " — on on 100 0 9 
Poolhureo £ 5910 0 
tabu ke sei aah, 93:12 0 
Baghur arn 220 0 ° 
Ekhorawudeh —... oe wee 1220 0 
Ahoo = ee ws 27-0 0 | 
Bulowdah (Buzoorgh) as 455 10 0 0 
Khilereo  @ ... “ a 
Durhawndah aoe oes ae 12 00 
Oatursee ‘ on on oo 700 
Kulum Kairee... on oe 00 ' . 
Oomreeah on ws oe 12 0 0 
Mulgaon 12 0 0 
Utur ose es be 34 1 0 4 
Samur 7 oe we on 12 0 0 
Kurunjooah 1600. 
Chiklecah oa Biv ahh 10 0 | 
Hursorah : 120 0 | 
Tarod’h a oe oa 61 6 0 
Bugreeuchah oe , al aa 12 0 o | 
Churowdah ast oe aed 63 0 0; 

Carried over, Rs. = site 13,966 6 6 | . 











Total of each 











Wo. GoveRNMENT VILLAGES. Village. Geanp Tora, 
Rs, A. P. Rs. A. P. 
Brought forward, Rs. «» | 13,966 6 6 
Kulsara (Khoord) ae we 86 20 
l"Peemptldab oo oe el 1100 
vi} Berchah . ace on a 69 3 0 
Chapur oe 4 8 0 
Govendpoorah ...  ® 12 0 0° 
Nalchkundah ..* 16 0 6 
-~ x» 
Keysoor 
80 | Bagree | oe we 120 8 0 
Nowlanee . 
Kachrodah on one aoe 875 0 
Nowgaon (Buzoorgh) ws aes 342 38 
Jaitpoorah oo . toe see 148 7 «0 
85 | Sadakeyreo we we Se ae wee 
Kahnpoora ee ane We we 
Wakee on one ane a“ rary K 
Sheohrah on ue oe 
89 ‘| Ruttunagrah ey 
Duties levied on some Singhara Tanks at -%—-| 15,692 2 0 
Dhar oo Ae te 40 14 0 
Duties from tho Shepherds and Gowlies 
of the City at the Dooserah ane *66 0 0 
Duties on Merchandise wee _ 1,600 0 0 1,696 14 0 
: ~ 17,889 0 0 
. “ 














N. B—The five last named villages having recovered their inhabitants only in the course of last 
year, no revenuc has yet been charged to them. 
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Maéna Baee’s Jagheer. 

















No. | 14 INWSBITED VILLAGEs, Totneene ‘G@panp Toran. 
| 
Rs. A. P. Rs, A, P. 
1 | Kudod 1,12 5 0 
Gurrchdawud 1,025 13 6 
i Kyrohud 1,245 12 0 | 
‘oruned” 
5° Sahidepoorah or 7 et) a 
Lubrawudah o 
Bizoor 0 
Maleewurrah 8: 
Goonawud 0 
10 | Ootawud D: 
Dedhelah aes . o 
Pulwurrah i Oo: 
Silohdah (Buzoorgh) . : 
1s: Howd oe . i 0 














ry 


on 


0 


ata 


18 


Villages held in Inaum, with the Names of the Oioners. 
ee ee 


Namos of Villages. 


Names of Owners, 





‘Nowassah . 
Borotah woe 


Rampoorah 
Puchlanah 
Sonaikairee 2. w. 
Eklerah aay 
Akbburnujur ... 
Suntullee 1 
| Kurolah 

| Koondersee } 
Moondelah 








Sorsohdah 
Kuraidah 
Kulsarah 
Sowkairah 
Mutubpoorah.., 
Dahmandah 
Panduleedh 











Bapoo Rughoonauth os oa o 
Balajce Luchmen, now Vakeol at Scindiah’s 
jourt. 


Anund Rao Santiah, brother of Maena Bace 
Keyshooa Soonar in Baroda 

Bapoo Deo, a Brahmin ie 

Govind Gopal, a Dukhinee Pundit 
Soodasoo Bhaut Purhanek, a Necromancer, 


Gopal Rao Tautiah, cousin of the young 
wachunder Rao Powar. 


Nuttoo Bunyah, formerly an Officer under 
the old Governor. 


Ram Rao, Sicca Nuvees ... 
Maena Baee’s sister os 
Sahibrai Salookia, Kanoongo * 
Lalun Nakalchee, great Nobit-beater . 
‘Worsh*'p of the Kalka Deby or Bhuwanee 





Suroopchund, Zemindar or Mundloee 


. 





| ‘ota 
eacl 


Rs. A. 
1744 0 
j 1914 


88 2 
208 2 
9 0 
10 0 
10 0 
| 967 11 
98 12 


300 0 


g 
o eco oRa 





of 


P. 


0 


ecosceosoo co 


° 


eo ceeceo 





GEanp Toran. 


Bs, A. P. 


8,739 2 0 





N, B—The four last named villages, having been devastated by 


last year; the sum Jaid down ia their former production, 


Beemah Baeo, yielded no revenue 


(Sd.) A. MacDonaxp, 
2ad Asstt. to Genl. Sir J. Malcolm. 
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No. 
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List of Inhabited and Pace kusta Villages in the Kooksee Pergunnah, with 
the amount of Revenue of each. 
































e 
No. Names oF VILLacgs. Totalof each. | Granp Toran. 
a 
° 

. Rs. A. P, Rs, A P, 
1 | Kooksee ™ Inhabited  ... 5000" 0:9 
Kotrah 1 00 
Kekhtoo {Pace kusta 25 0 0, 
Matakairee Inhabited tae “Y . 300 0 0 
5 | Dhoolsur Pa ‘« =P 1,300 0 0 
P, Boodakairee a e 300 0 @ 
Sindlahs ‘i 25 0 0 
Mandreo ie oo 800 0 0 
Raroot Pace kusta oe 125 0 0 
10 | Kundwah — Inhabited 1,265 0 0 
Kodhsunnah ” 68 0 0 
. Lingwah » ey 1,500 0 0 
Dongergaon ” nee on 200 0 0 
Barrail » ee ak 100 0 0 
15 | Peepleeah - ee ae 1,265 0 0 
Kutwairah ps oe ae 100 0 0 
Thanagaon 33 si wee 2500 
Runtullao 5p ade: _ 75 0 0 
Wankeo ” oo tee 400 0 0 
20 | Burutgaon Paeo kusta or tee 300 0 0 
Seesgaon Inhabited ave 100 0 0 
Allee ” os! 200 0 0 
Kassy warrah » * 425 00 
Gunpoor x 1,200 0 0 
25 | Wulnairah Paeo kusta 50 0 0 
Loharah Tnhabited one 400 0 0 
q Hamarah » . 300 0 0 
Umlah Paee kusta tae 75 0 0 
Awaldah Inhabited on . 5 0 2 

30 =| Wulwanee » tee 125 0 

Goredah Pase kusta de 60 0 0 

ee 14,288 0 0 

. 
Taxes on Merchandise . “a 1200 0 0 
j 15,488 0 0 


~ 





N. B.—From this district Moozaffir is said 1) collect annually Rupees 26,000, 


(Sd.) 


A. MacDonatp, 


2nd Asstt. to Genl. Sir J. Malcoim. 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the present and former revenues of _ 
the Territories sulject to Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the south and western 
Srontier of Malwa, together with those of the Province of Birseeah. 





PRESENT Former 
Revenue. | REVENUE. 
e 





| Re” Rs. 
Bancaneer wn dies yes oe ies 5,750 20,000 


Amjerah Rajah’s” 10,420 1,50,000 ~ 











Ditto Seindiah’s tribute ... oa . | 80,553 85,000 
Tanda ... oes me i see od 5,000 10,000 
Baug ... oh ee ee eee a 9,000 | 12,000 
Dectaun si or as a se | 25,000 40,000 
Birseeah sad hed ‘ei ead «| 48,000 1,20,000 

Camp Muow, } .(Sd.) A. MacDonato, 
The 2nd Sept, 1818. 2nd Asstt. to Genl, Sir J. Malcolm. 


© 


Proclamation by Sir Joun Matcotm, dated Mhow, the 19th September 
« 1818, 

To the Zemindars, Kanoongoes, Potails, end Ryots of 
the Dhar Pergunnah and its dependencies, viz., Budnawur, 
Nalcha, Sooltanabad, Dukhinporee, Bilkyr, Kooksee, Doong- 
lah, one-third of Soondersee, Loharee, and Kunwara;— 


. 
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Be it known, Rajah Ramchunder Rao Powar having 
thrown himself on the British Government, soliciting that 
the affairs of Dhar may be set in order according to the 
orders of the Most Noble the Governor General, arrange- 
ments will be concluded with the aforesaid State. As on 
this account the aforesaid Rajah of Dhar is under the 
British protection, it is incumbent on all of you to return to 
the Rajah agd give the whole attention of your minds to 
the objects of bringing inhabitants to the villages and of 
cultivating the country. 


Fulfil’what is written. 


From J. Apam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government; to Bricapier 
Generat Str Joun Matcotm, k.c. B., &e., &e., &e.,—(dated Fort 
William, the 31st October 1818.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Des- 
patch, of the 22nd of September, relative to the affairs of 
Dhar, and to communicate to you the following observations 
and instructions on the subject of our future relations with 
that State and the most expedient arrangements for render- 
ing it an useful feudatory of the British Government :— 


2. The information furnished by the memoirs of Lieute- 
nant MacDonald relative to the condition of the State 
of Dhar and of the branch of the house of Powar which 
rules it, together with the remarks contained in your Des- 
patch, have abundantly confirmed the opinion previously 
entertained by the Governor General and expressed in my 
Despatch of the 12th of May last, respecting the advantage 
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of establishing a connection with the State of Dhar which 
shall place it in subordinacy to the British Governmedt 
with a reservation of its independence in all matters of 
interngl] administration. 


8. The tenor of your communications to Bapoo 
Rughoonauth, the Manager of Dhar, and your proceedings 
generally as reported in the Despatch now acknowledged, 
are fully approved, and the preliminary and conditional 
provisions agreed on between -you and that Minister as 

. the basis of a,definitive engagement are entirely satisfactory- 
to the Governor General in Council. — * f 


4. His Lordship in Council is accordingly pleased. 
to authorize you to proceed to complete the arrangement by 
» the conclusion and exchange of a regular Treaty with the 
Chief of Dhar on the principles already established, and 
to give effect to the provisions of it in the manner best 
calculated in your judgment to promote the mutual 
benefit of the contracting parties. 


5. The only points on which specific instructions 
appear to be necessary for your guidance in adjusting 
the details of the settlement are, first, the debts of the 
Government of Dhar, and secondly, the proposed ex- 
change of Birseeah for the possessions and rights of Scindiah 
enumerated in your “Despatch, and the eventual disposal 
of the former if that arrangement be not adopted. 


6. The Governor General i in Council considers a settle- 
ment of the debts of the State of Dhar to be indispensable 
towards the recovery of that country and its Govefnment 
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from the deplorable condition into which they have fallen ; 
and His Lordship in Council will be prepared to afford a 
moderate pecuniary accommodation to enable the Manager 
to effect a compromise with the public creditors. — « 


His Lordship in Council is disposed to view with con- 
sideratian the earnest wish expressed by Bapoo Rughoonauth 
to fulfil his engagements to the Sowcars, by whom the recent 
advances to the Government of Dhar have been made as 
being essential both to the feputatién of that Government. 
‘and to their means,of immediate support. 

7. The Governor General in Council, therefore, assents 
to the advance of a lakh of Rupees on the conclusion of the 
Treaty to enable the Manager to settle the arrears of the 
troops and public servants, and discharge such of the former 
as will be surplus to the Establishment to be permanently 
maintained ; and His Lordship in Council will also guarantee 
the gradual liquidation of the bond fide debts of the State on 
the principle stated “by you, on the Manager's effecting a 
composition for four annas in the Rupee. The British 
Government is to receive as security for this amount the 
revenues of Birseeah for four years, or such longer period as 
may be necessary for the purpose, calculating from the month 
of March 1819, during which period it is to remain in our 
hands and the administration to be resumed by our Officers. 

8. An.arrangement of this nature, if it can be effected, 
will, it may be hoped, operate sd favorably on the financial 
affairs of the State of Dhar as to remove one very material 
obstacle to the general restoration of that country to its 
former prosperity. 


. ne 
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9. The decision of the second question has been 
virtually anticipated by the arrangement just adverted 1 to 
regarding the assignment of Birseeah as security for the 
amount of the proposed advances to the State of. Dhar. 
This advantageous mode of appropriating Birsecah adds 
weight to the objections which, on separate grounds, cppear 
to the Governor General in Council to exist -to any 
arrangement which would establish Scinéiah’s Govern- 
ment in that district. Its vicinity to Bhopal, its centrical 
position, and the othér circumstances which are referred 
to by you, appear all to render it highly expedient to intro- 
duce and perpetuate a system of admiuistration in Birseeah 
calculated to retain that country in a state of tranquillity and 
to render its resources at all times available for the general 
purposes of our direct and active interference in the affairs 
of that part of Malwa. This will be much more effectually 
attained by the proposed scttlement than by any which 
will place Birseeah under the authority of Scindiah. . Under 
the most favorable circumstances, the Maharajah’s admi- 
nistration must continue to be very defective and less subject 
to our control than that of Bhopal. The possession of 
the District of Birseeah by the British Government or a 
period of four, years, and perhaps longer, ‘will enable us to 
ascertain its resources and capability of improvement with 
perfect accuracy, and to determine the rent which it will be 
equitable to require the Nawab of Bhopal to pay to Dhar 
when he enters on the Jease which it is proposed he shall 
do after our direct interest in it expires. b3 


10. You will be pleased then to declare Birseeah 
re-annexed to the dominion of Dhar on the condition of its 
being assigned to the British Government during the ensuing 
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four years, and, after that, being farmed to the Nawab of 
Bhopal on such terms as the British Government may desire 
equitable. There should be a power reserved to the British 
Government to rent it to the Nawab of Bhopal if it. should 
think proper during the whole or any part of our term of 
possegsion. The option of resorting to this arrangement 
may, be convenient in the event of any embarrassment arising 
from our having to administer an insulated possession like 
Birseeah, or of our wishing to gratify the Nawab by giving 
him the early occupation of a territory which Will ultimately 
“come under his management. You are aware that Scindiah 
has expressed a wish that he may have the credit of volun- 
tarily restoring Birseeah to Dhar, and there is no objection 
-to the grant of Birseeah being stated to be made with the 
joint consent of the two Governments. 


11. The Governor General in Council is not insensible 
of the advantages that would result to the State of Dhar 
and to the country in general by the establishment of the 
authority of the Chiefs of Dhar over the possessions of 
Scindiah intermixed with the territories of the former and 
over Amjerah, although it is not thought that they should 
be sought to be attained by the sacrifice of Birseeah. It is 
not improbable, however, that Scindiah may be'prevailed upon 
to grant them in farm on a long lease and a moderate rent to 
the Government of Dhar, by which mdst of: the advantages 
contemplated in the other arrangement wilt be secured. 
Captain Stewart will be authorized to endeavour to obtain 
the consent of Scindiah to this exrangement; and, if future 
circumstances should afford an opening for effecting the per- 
manent annexation of those lands to the territory of Dhar, 
it will hot be neglected. : ; 
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12. The expulsion from Kooksee and Allee of the 
usurper Moozaffir and his associates, who are in fact rebellious 
and refractory servants of the Government of Dhar and 
leaders of a predatory Force, and the re-establishment of the 
authority of Ramchunder Row Powar in the former with the 
recovery of the tribute due from the latter, seem essential to 
the restoration of the power and resources of the Government 
of Dhar, and unopposed by any circumstances-in the charac- 
ter or pretensions of Moozaffir of a nature to entitle him to 
consideration: The usurpation-by this person, aided by Arab 
and Mukrannee adventurers, of thé jagheer of Bheema 
Baee renders the suppression of his ~predatory" power an 
object of consequence to the State of: Holkar also, and 
it appears on general grounds no less desirable for the 
maintenance of the public tranquillity in the neighbour- 
ing countries. His Lordship in Councilis happy, there- 
fore, to perceive from your Despatch that you have taken 
measures for’ urging and, if necessary, compelling Moo- 
zuffir to relinquish the possessions Bad authority originally 
held by him. 


13. The aid of the British Government may be, fitly 
afforded to the Chief of Dhar in establishing his authority 
in Budnawur.” : 


14. The transfer of the tribute of Banswarra and 
Doongerpoor' with the rights of the State of Dhar over those 
petty States to the British Government is highly expe- 
dient. Our relations witk the Banswarra and Doonger- 
poor, the settlement of which will be materially facilitated 
by this arrangement, form the subject of separate instruc- 
tions to you of this date. 
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15. The restriction of intercourse of a political nature 
with other States and the obligation to furnish a quota 
of Horse and Foot are quite proper. The amount of the 
quota of troops will be fixed by you with a reference to 
the means of the State, or be left indefinite, as you may 
judge best. 

* 


16. The, Governor General in Council entirely ap- 
proves of your having discouraged all expectation on the 
part of the Manager of resovering the possessions or pri- 
“vileges heretofore held by the Powar family in the Deccan. 
You are aware of the wish of the Governor General in Coun- 
cil to exclude as far as possible all Mahratta influence from 
.our possessions in that quarter, and this principle can only 
be departed from in very-particular cases, of which this 
does not seem to be one. 


17. The success of the attempt to obtain for Dhar 
the farm of Scindiah’s possessions and rights above adverted 
to will enable us to interpose effectually through the instru- 
mentality of that Government for the relief of the Chief of 
Amjerah from the oppressive control exercised over him 
by the Arabs and Mukrannees. Should the excesses of those 
adventurers continue to disturb the public peace, it is proba- 
ble that no objection will be offered by Scindiah to our 
exercising such a degree of interfererice in the affairs of 
Amjerah as might be requisite to remove them and restore 
the affairs of that territory to order. 


‘18. The Governor General in. Council approves of your 
having furnished Bapoo Rughoonauth with a Perwannah 
to the ‘effect stated in the 21st paragraph of your letter. 
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19. The civilization of the Bheels inhabiting the hilly 
and woody country in the vicinity of Dhar is a subject of equal 
interest and difficulty. The Governor General in Council 
perceives with much satisfaction that it has attracted your 
attention, and it is the hope of His Lordship in Council that 
the amelioration of the condition of that people both in the 
part of the country where you are and in other quarters may 
gradually be’ effected by a systematic course of prudent, 
steady, and conciliatory measures. It must be the particular 
duty of all Agents and Officerseof the British Government 
stationed in the neighbourhood of tracts inhabited by the~ 
Bheels to forward these objects by every means in their 
power. 


20. The Governor General in Council desires me to 
request you to express to Lieutenant MacDonald His 
Lordship’s sense of the industry, talent, and discrimination 
evinced by the very interesting and useful memoirs drawn 
up by him of the history and condition of Dhar and the 
neighbouring districts, which have been of essential service 
in the determination of the questions adverted to in this 
Despatch. 


© 


From Bricapier “GENERAL Sir J. Matcoum, to J. Apax, Esq., Chiet 
Secretary to Government Fort William,—(dated Mhow, the 2lst 
January 1819.) 

I wave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 31st October, and having met the Rajah of 
Dhar at Budnawur, I proreeded, according to the orders 
conveyed in your letter, to conclude the Treaty, of which 
T have the honor to transmit a copy in English, Persian, 
and Hindoovee. - 


+ 
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., There is no material difference between the terms of 
the engagement I now forward and the schedule of terms 
before approved by the Most Noble the Governor General in 
Council. For the re-payment of the loan of two lakhs and 
ahalf of Rupces (one lakh of which is to be given imme- 
diately and the remainder within two years), the Rajah of 
Dher has agreed to cede Bit¥ecah for five years, from the 
29th of March 1819, instead of four as at first proposed. 
Iam quite confident that the amount of revenue collected 
from Birseeah in that period *vill more than clear this amount, 
‘and I mentioned thjs belief to Bapoo Rughoonauth: his repug- 
nance, however, to hiving any accounts with the superior 
Government and his ignorance, as he stated, of our charges 
~for collections made him prefer the settlement specified in the 
Treaty from its being definite and final. I have, however, 
agreed to make the advance of two lakhs and a half of 
Rupees in the Oojein currency, which is twelve and a half per 
cent. better than the Bhopal Rupee. This consideration 
has been deemed very liberal; Birseeah, you will observe, is 
not only made over to the English for the five ensuing 
years, but placed hereafter at the disposal of that Govern- 
men&. The name of the Nawab of Bhopal, as a person to 
whom we may rent it, is not specifically intreduced, because 
the Minister of the Rajah showed an aversion to the 
particular mention of it; and he observed with truth that 
the Article as it stood gave us the latitude of renting it to 
the Nawab or whoever we chose. . 


The Article which specifiés the amount of aid to be 
given to the Dhar Government is‘made general, as better 
suited to the actual circumstances of that State than any 
specific engagement: in thit which prohibits the inter- 
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course of the Rajah with other Princes, Bapoo Rughog- 
nauth expressed a wish to introduce a clause, excepting 
Baroda on account of the intimate connection between the 
two families of the rulers and many of the principal 
servants and their frequent intermarriages: to this I 
positively objected, but agreed to write a letter to the 
Rajah, explaining that the Most Noble the Governor Gene- 
ral had no wish to prevent an intercourse that was strictly 
confined to family affairs. Bapoo Rughoonauth on this 
occasion re-agitated the claim$ of Seetaram Rowjee and 
stated the relation in which he stood Aa that, person of 
whom he had long been the Karkoon or Agent. I silenced 
him at once upon this subject by saying that, at the very 
commencement of the negotiation, he had been plainly 
told no interference or influence whatever would be per- 
mitted on the part of Seetaram or any subject of the Baroda 
State, and that he was only recognized’as Minister to the 
Rajah of Dhar on his agreeing to abide by this essential 
principle of the alliance. He replied, he was aware of this, 
and should conform to the wishes of ‘the English *Govern- 
ment, but that he had re-urged the subject from being 
sensible that the part he had acted, however unavoidable, 
would subject him to much obloquy, and what was necessity 
would be termed ingratitude. £ 

The Most Noble the Governor General in Council is 
informed by my letter of the 11th December that I have 
restored the Pergunnah of Kooksee to the Raiah of Dhar, 
and I have obtained front the Rajah of-.Allee a formal 
cession of his Transit Duties in commutation of the tribute 
to Dhar: this arrangement, which was not effected without 
difficulty, is excellent for both’parties, as it puts an end for 
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ever to those annual disputes which attend all pecuniary 
payments between States of this description. 


When to the west of the Chumbul I summoned the 
Thakoors or Chiefs of the Pergunnah of Budnawur to 
attend and mediate a satisfactory settlement between them 
and their” superior, the ruler of Dhar, all arrears were 
paid, and an engagement interchanged by which they have 
bound themselves, should two months elapse beyond the 
period that the last instalment is due, to cede"in perpetuity 
‘villages to ‘its amouht: these deeds I have guaranteed. 
There canndt be a ‘stronger motive upon the Thakoors to 
make them fulfil their engagements than the fear of losing 
2 part of their lands, and should the latter become perfect, 
their alienation puts an end for ever to future disputes: 
they have, none of them (had they the inclination), any power 
to resist the interposition of the British Government, and 
an example must be made on the first occurrence of a 
defalcation of payment. I may add that an examination 
of their resources satisfied me the tribute they pay is quite 
light when they cease, as they have already done, to main- 
tain those bodies of armed men which were necessary to 
keep ‘within some limits the oppression of the Mabratta 
Government. 2 

T entertain very sanguine hopes of’ the rapid improve- 
ment of the petty State of Dhar from the character of the 
Regent Baee, who appears to me, from all accounts I have 
obtained of Her past life and from two long conversations I 
had with her, a very remarkable woman, and the misfor- 
tanes she has known have learnt hey fully to appreciate the 
happinéss of the change that has occurred. “Bapoo Rughoo- 

oO 
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nauth treats Macna Bace with great respect and appears to 
possess her confidence; he is a sensible, active man, and,as 
far as I can judge, in every way qualified for his station. I 
received, after the Treaty was signed, a request from Maena 
Baee to approve of the Rajah granting hjm in Inaum a 
village in Budnawur worth between Rupees 3 and 4,000 in 
reward for his long and faithful services: I acceded to this 
request, and, at the solicitation of Bapoo Rughoonauth, put 
my name upon the grant in token of its being given with 
the approbation of the British Government. 


The Rajah of Dhar is only 11 years of dge, but his 
appearance and manners are very prepossessing and.his 
education has been attended to in a manner that does great. 
credit to Maena Baee: she spoke of him to me with mixed 
affection and praise, observing that, though only an adopted 
son, she regarded him as sincerely as if he had been her 
own child. I mention these circumstances as they show 
there is a spirit of union and fair promise of this petty 
State that may lead to an anticipaticn of benefit from the 
connection. The strong and most prevailing sentiment 
among all ranks is gratitude to the British Government for 
having so generously restored the fortunes of a fallen fa amily. 


I was anxious, in conformity with your instructions, 
to introduce the name of Dowlut Rao Scindiah as parti- 
cipating in the cession of Birsecah ; but to this I observed so 
violent a disinclination, particularly on the part of Maena 
Baee, that I did not insist-upon it. ‘They fiad never re- 
cognized,” she said, “for one moment the ‘right of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah to Birseegh ;” its seizure was an act of glaring 
injustice: he ‘aad made some amends by sending the 


s 
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chor chittee or order for its restoration which they poss 
sessed, and what more was wanting? “The Dhar family” 
(the Baee added) “ were ready to receive any Force from the 
British Government, and were proud of their dependence 
upon that State, but they never would acknowledge similar 
obligations to rulers who were in rank only their equals, 
and who had made use of the superior power they obtained 
to plunder and oppress them. I found these feelings so 
strong and so mixed with family pride (perhaps, with 
resentment), that I did not geem the point of ‘that essential 
nature to wirrant me fn urging it in a manner that would 
have associated compliance with a feeling of humiliating 
dependence, if not of degradation.” 





Treaty between the Hon’ble the English East India Company and 
Ramchunder Rao Powar, Rajah of Dhar, his heirs, and successors, 
concluded on the part of the Hon’ble East India Company by 
Brigadier General Sir J. Malcolm, x. c. 8. and x. 1. s., Political 

- Agent for the Most Noble the Governor General, aud Bapoo 
Rughoonauth on the part of Ramchunder Rao Powar, Rajah of 
Mhar, the said Brigadier General Sir John Malcolm being invested 
with full power and authority by the Most Noble 4Francis, Marquis 
of Hastings, x. ¢., one ef His Britannic Majesty’s Most Hon’ble 
Privy Council, appointed by the East India Company to direct and 
control their affairs in the East Indies, and*the said Bapoo Bughoo- 
nauth being invested with like power and authority from Ramchunder 
Rao Powar, Rajah of Dhar. _ . 


4 
ARTICLE 1, 


There shall be perpetual peace, friendship, and unity 
of intefests between the British Government and Ramehunder 
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Rao Powar, Rajah of Dhar, his heirs, and _ succes- 
sors; and the friends and enemies of the one State shail 
be the friends and enemies of the other. 


ARTICLE 2. 


. 

Ramchunder Rao Powar, Rajah of Dhar, agtees te act 
in subordinate co-operation with the Britishe Government, 
and to have no intercourse or alliance, private or 
public, with any other State, but secretly and openly to be 
the friend arfd ally of the British ‘Governmetfit, and at’ 
all times, when that Government shall-roquire, the Rajah of 
Dhar shall furnish Troops (Infantry and Horse) in pro- 
portion to his ability. - 


ARTICLE 3. 


The British Government agrees to’ protect the State 
of Dhar and its dependencies, viz., Budnawur, Birseeah, 
Kooksee, Dhurrempooree, Sooltanabad, Bilkyr, Nalchah, 
Loharee, and Kerwaur, in the Province of Joewut, and 
Lalgurh, Doonglah, and to secure them and the tribute of 
Allce to Ramchunder Rao Powar, Rajah of Dhar, his ‘heirs, 
and successors? 


ARTICLE 4, pair! 


The British Government agrees to make Jeswunt 
Singh, Rajah of Allee, restore the Pergunnah of Kook- 
see and tribute of Allee to Ramchunder Rao Powar, 
Rajah of Dhar, and further to aid the. said Rajah of 
Dhar in all his legitimate claims upon the Rajpoot, Chiefs 
of Budnawar. . * 


, 
REPORT UPON THE DHAR STATE. 109 


ARTICLE 5, ‘* 


Ramchundcr Rao Powar, Rajah of Dhar, agrees, upon 
the part of himself, his heirs, and successors, to make over 
to the British Government, in lieu of the expense it may 
incur by protecting his country, all his tributary rights 
on the Principalities of Banswarra and Doongerpoor. 

» 

ay ARTICLE 6, 

The British Government agrees to restore to Ram- 
_chunder Rao Powar, Rajfh of Dhar, the Province of 
Birseeah, lately conquered from the Pindarées, upon the 
following stipulations, viz., that the British Government 
retain possession of the aforesaid pergunnah for a term | 
-of five years, commencing from the 29th day of March 
A. D. 1819, corresponding to the month of Chyte Soodee 
Purrah 1876 Summut Bicker Majeet, and to the 29th day of 
the month Jumadee-ul-awul 1234 Hijeeree, for the purpose 
of liquidating a loan of twa dakhs and fifty thousand Haullee 
Rupees (H. Rupees 2,5&000), to be made by the British 
Government to the State of Dhar. Upon the expiration of 
the above term, on the 29th of March a. p. 1824, correspond- 
ing {0 the 29th of Jumadee-ul-awul 1239 Hijeeree, all the 
gain or loss accruing from the possession of, the pergunnah 
to belong exclusively to the British Government, who is to 
have. the option of continuing to hold, the pergunnah from 
the Dhar Government, or to let it to any other State as it 
may deem expedient, it being distinctly understood that 
Ramchunder Rao Powar, Rajah of Dhar, his heirs, and 
successors are, to have no claim to exercise authority 
in the said pergunnah, which i8 to be confined to the 
management of the British Government, who will pay to 


. 
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the Dhar State the revenue and produce of the aforesaid 
pergunnah, au 


This Treaty, consisting of six Articles, has this day been 
settled by Brigadier General Sir J. Malcolm, xk. c. B. and 
K. L. 8., Political Agent for the Most Noble the Governor 
General, on the part of the Hon’ble the Enflish "Bast 
India Company, and Bapoo Rughoonauth oy the part of 
Ramchunder Rao Powar, Rajah of Dhar, his heirs, and. 
successors: Brigadier General Six John Malcolm, xk. c. B. and 
K. L. §., has delivered one copy thereo%, in English, Persian, * 
and Hindunnte, signed and sealed by, Kimself, ‘to the said 
Bapoo Rughoonauth, from whom he has received a counter- 

‘part of the same, bearing his seal and signature and, 
confirmed by that of Ramchunder Rao Powar, Rajah of 
Dhar. 


Brigadier General Sir J, Malcolm, K. Cc. B. and K. L. &., 
engages that a copy of the said Treaty, ratified by the Most 
Noble the Governor General, in every respect a counterpart 
of the Treaty now executed by himself, shall be delivered 
to Bapoo -Rughoonauth within the space of two months 
from this date, upon which the one now executed ‘Shall 
be returned. 


Done at Budnawur, this 10th day of January as 
1819, corresponding tothe 12th of the month Rubee-ul-awul 
234 Hijeeree and to Poos Soodee Chowdas Summut 1875 
Bicker Majeet. 


e 


(8d.) *JoHn Matcoum, Boar. Genl., 
Poltl. Agent, Govr, Genl. 
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From A. Stiriine, Esg., Deputy Secretary to Government, in attendance 
“= on the Governor General, to Geratp Wewrestzy, Esq., Resident, 

Indore,— (dated Meerut, the 10th July 1827.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Despatch, dated 20th May last; reporting the spontaneous 
offer made by the Dewass Administration to increase their 
quota of men serving with the Mehidpore Contingent to 
the full eomplement stipulated for by Treaty, and to ac- 
quaint you’ that the Right Hon’ble the Governor General 
approves the manner in whigh you propose tovavail yourself 
of that tender, as explained in your letter. . 


From G, Wextestey, Esq., Resident, Indore, to A. Srietine, Esq., 
«Deputy Secretary to Government, in attendance on the Governor 

General,— (dated the 20th May 1827.) 

Previousty fo the departure of Rajah Anund Rao 
Powar, of Dewass, on his visit to the Governor General, and 
again immediately on his return here, it was spontaneously 
intimated to me by the Administration of that petty State, 
that they were ready, if we desired it, to increase their quota 
of mien serving with the Contingent at Mehidpore to the 
full complement stipulated for in their Treat} with us. 


2. The complement therein’stipuiated. is one hundred 
Horse and one hundred Foot: the quota at present fur- 
nished by them consists of fifty “Horse and one hundred 
Foot; fifty Horse therefore remain to be added. 


3. But I would recommend that only twenty-five Horse 
should be added, and that one hundred Foot should be 
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substituted for the other twenty-five due, making their quota 
consist altogether of seventy-five Horse and two hundred 
Foot. The charge of supporting one hundred Foot would be 
much the same as that for twenty-five Horse, and the 
Dewass Admigistration, I imagine, would have no difficulty 


in substituting the former for the latter. Pe 


4q 


4, The total number of Horse attached to the Contin- 
gent at Mehidpore excceds that of the Foot beyond due pro- 
portion, being as 950 to 700, end an increase of the latter 
description of troops is not only most required of the twa,” 
but would also be affording service toa” greater*number of 
persons, which is a consideration deserving of attention. 
I should, indeed, have been inclined to recommend the. 
substitution of Foot for the whole fifty Horse remaining due 
from Dewass, were it not that it is desirable to give tne 
or two Rajpoot Thakoors, resident in the Dewass Territory, 
the benefit of keeping some Horse in the quota, an arrange- 
ment which the contemplated increase of the quota offers a 
good opportunity of* settling with the Dewass Adminis 
tration. 7 


5. The Company of Foot at present supplied by Déwass 
is composed of ‘irregular soldiery of a good description and 
respectable appearance; they are armed with matchiocks 
and swords and calculated to be of considerable utility in 
such desultory services as they have to perform. I propose 
that the other Company which I have recommended to he 
added should be similarly composed. ; 


¢ 
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From J. Bax, Esq., Resident, Indore, to W. H. Macnacurten, Esq’, 

™ Secretary to Government of India, Fort William »— (No. 125, dated 

the 7th June 1837.) 

In reference to your Circular of the 17th October 1833, 
I have the honor to forward, for the purposeof being laid 
heforg the Right Hon’ble the Governor General of India 
in Coyndl, the accompanying Report of our relations 
with the Dhaxy State, which has been prepared by Major 
Robinson, the 1st Assistant at this Residency. 





RELATIONS WITH DHAR. 

Our relations with this Principality commenced in 
“1818, the period in which were also concluded our several 
engagements with the other petty States of Malwa: the 
basis of all thesc engagments was the same, ciz., protec- 
tion on one sidesand an acknowledgment of supremacy 
on the other. The substance of the Treaty concluded with 
Dhar, and which bears date the 10th January 1819, is 
ag follows :— 

Perpetual peace, friendship, and unity to exist. 

~» 

The Rajah to have .no intercourse, public or private, 
with any other State, but to act in subordinate co-operation 
with the British Government. 


The Rajah to furnish troops saccording to his ability 
when called pot: 


The British Government to protect the Dhar State and 
its dependencies, “and to secure the tribute of Allee to fhe 
Rajah, his heirs, and successors. 
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* The British Government to cause the Pergunnah of 
Kooksce to be restored by the Rajah of Allee to Dhar, dnd 
to aid him in all his legitimate claims on the Rajpoot 
Chiefs of Budnawur. 


The Dhar State to give over to the British Govergment 
all the tributary rights on the Principalities of Banswarra 
and Doongerpore in consideration of its protection. 


The British Government “o restore the Province of, 
Birseeah to Dhar when five years have elapsed, cSmmencixig 
from the 29th day of March 1819: the revenues of these 
five years to be retained by the British Government in lieu 
of two lakhs and fifty thousand Rupees lent to the Dhar- 
State. At the expiration of that time the British Govern- 
ment is to have the option of continuing to hold the 
pergunnah from the Dhar State or to det it to any other 
State. The Dhar Government to exercise no authority in 
the Birseeah Pergunnah, but to receive the revenue from the 
British Government, which will make the collections. 


None of the petty States of Malwa had suffered snore 
than Dhar from the predatory system of warfare carried on 
inthat Province previous to its connection with the British 
Government, for, with the exception of Dhar itself and a 
small tract of adjoining territory, all its possessions had been 
cither alienated or laid avaste. Its principal Pergunnahs 
of Budnawur, Kooksee, and Birseeah were all jn the hands 
of its enemies; the first hal been temporarily transferred to 
Scindiah in satisfaction of a moncy claim ; but, although the 
claim was subsequently discharged, the Authorities of that 
State nevertheless continued t¢ retain possession. 
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The Pergunnah of Kooksee was scized by the Mukrannce 
Chief, Moozaffir, a nominal dependant of the Allce Rajah, 
who, having settled with a body of his countrymen in the 
strong country of Allee Mohun, had made himself formi- 
dable to Dhar and several other petty States, on the plunder 
of which he, in fact, subsisted. 

e 

“The Birgecah Pergunnah, from its remote and isolated 
situation if Eastern Malwa, had carly fallen a prey to the 
Pindarees, and, at the entwance of the Britigh Troops into 
*Matwa, vais found in possession of one ofthe principal 
leaders of those mafauders, named Kurreem Khan: its remain- 
ing possessions of Maunpore, Nalchah, Dhurrempooree, 
.Lemaunpore, Mukrar, and other inferior places had been 
nearly depopulated, and its tributary rights on the minor 
petty States of Allee Mohun, Banswarra, and Doongerpore, 
from inability to enforce them, had long been refused or 
withheld. Thus, stripped of nearly all its territories 
and resources, this ancient and respectable Principality, 
whose Chiefs claim: precedence over the houses of Scindiah 
ahd Holkar, scems to have been on the verge of dissolution, 
when, by -the establishment of the British supremacy in 
Malwa, its ruined fortunes were again restored, and its 
Chiefs once more raised to the rank and place which they 

had formerly enjoyed among the Princes of India. 

Bapoo Rughoonauth, the able and intelligent administra- 
tor of the affairs of this Principality from a period long ante- 
cedent to our connection with it, and until the time of his 
death in 1836, has stated that, previous to the establishment 
of British supremacy in Malwa, the whole revenuc of 
Dhar “could not be estimated at more than Rupecs 20 or 


> 
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20,000, and when asked, how with such inadequate mcans 
he could contrive to maintain a body of between 8 and 
10,000 mercenaries, he had little hesitation in admitting 
that, following the example of his neighbours and the 
practice of the times, he had recourse to plunder and 
the levy of contributions; thus retaliating on others _some 
of those injuries and oppressions which had beea inflicted 
on his young master’s territories, the only gourse “left, he 
said, of protracting, even in name, the existdnce of the 


Principality. 


vr. ie zi 
Ramchunder Rao Powar was af “his tire a boy of 
cight or nine years of age, his mother, Maena Baee, exer- 
cising the regency during his minority. 


In conformity with the stipulations of the Treaty, the 
necessary arrangements were entered into for restoring to 
Dhar the possessions of which it had been deprived. Scindiah 
was rominded of the injustice of keeping. the District of 
Budnawur when the money it had been pledged for was 
paid, and, after some demur, consented to give it back; tite 
negotiations for this purpose being in some measure faci- 
litated by the Brospent of a matrimonial alliance betiveen - 
the families of “the two Chiefs, which at that time began to 
be talked of and which subsequently took. place. - The 
District of Kooksce,’ which had been seized by the Muk- 
rannee Chief, Moozaffir (now become the Minister of the 
Allec Rajah), was likewise restored to Dhar agreeably to 
the ‘stipulations of the Treaty: some consideration, however, 
was thought due to this,Chicf for depriving him of a pos- 
session (however unjustly acquired) of which he was in the 
actual enjoymert ; an arrangement was therefore ciected, 


REPORT UPON THE DIAR STATE. “v7 


by which he was to receive for life a pension of Rupees 1,200 
pe>annum, guaranteed by the British Government. 


The nature of the engagement relative to Birsecah has 
been already shown in the Treaty with Dhar. 


Tlaving thus recovered, ‘through the aid and coun- 
tenanco’ of the British Government, the most valuable 
portion of Ms Tormer possessions, and security and peace 
having been substituted for raping and anarghy, the power 
dndwuthowty of the Dhar State seemed sufficjently re-estab- 
lished to enable 4% to resume its remaining desolated 
territory without the further’ interposition of the British 
Government. The Minister was accordingly left to make 
his gwn arrangements for this purpose, and which appear 
to have been judicious from the symptoms of returning 
prosperity which soon became manifest. 

ae 


It may here be noticed that the Districts of Dug and 
Gungraur, now possessed by the State of Kotah, also those 
of Taul and Mundawul, forming part of the jagheer of the 
late Ghuffoor Khan, had formerly belonged to Dhar; but, as 
they Were already alienated by the Treaty of Mundissore, 
they could not be restored. Except these,showever, Dhar 
obtained, from its connection with the British Government, 
all its other possessions, and likewise some claims which 
had long lain dormant. 

The cortdition of the Principality from this time forward, 
under the guidanee and management of its able Minister, 
rapidly improved. ‘The Prince, being a minor, facilitated, all 
those Sconomical arrangements necessary to the restoration 
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of an impoverished country; the disorderly rabble of 
foreign mercenaries heretofore maintained chiefly by pillage 
were almost all discharged, and their places supplied by 
4 more respectable and efficient body, consisting of about 
300 Horse and 800 Foot, which, with the ordinary Police of 
the country, have been foynd amply sufficient for all 
internal purposes. So early as the year 1820 the fevenues 
had reached Rupees 2,67,000. ane 


6 


é 

In 1821 an arrangement was entered into for ceding in 
perpetuity to the British Governmert the Bizgecah Poy-" 
gunnah (already temporarily transferreéY and the tribute 
of Allee Mohun, but the original compact was to remain 
undisturbed until the expiration of the five years for which | 
it had been concluded by the terms of the new arfangement, 
which bears date the 18th December 1821; the British 
Government agrees to pay to Dhar, by half-yearly instal- 
ments of Rupees 55,000 each, the suth of one lakh and ten 
thousand Halee Rupces; of this amount Rupees 10,000 was 
for the cession of the Allee tribute. 

Bapoo Rughoonauth had proposed, and would have pre- 
ferred, the exchange of Birseeah for equivalent terfitory 
from Scindiah or any of the Chiefs who held territory con- 
tiguous to Dhar, in view to strengthen and consolidate his 
master’s possessionsy but there appearing to be many 
difficulties in the way of such an arrangement, the Minister 
was very well content with that which was adopted, and 
which at the time was considered to be mutifally advan- 
tagcous, first, as freeing Dhar from any further concern 
about a troublesome possession, which, on account of its 
distance, could pot be conveniently or efficiently mafiaged ; 
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and secondly, as holding forth to the British Governmené 
thé prospect of ultimately realizing a larger amount of 
revenue than the sum it had agreed to pay. 


The long-pending negotiations between Gwalior and 
Dhar, regarding the marriage of the young Powar to a 
granddaughter of Scindiah’s were now brought to a close; 
and about, the middle of the year 1822 the Powar was 
invited to Gwalior for the celebration of the nuptials. 
Both Courts attached great importance to *this alliance ; 
“that of Gwalior on atcount of the high ranle of the bride- 
groom ambng Mahvatta Princes, and that of Dhar on 
account of anticipated acquisition of territory and other 
-advantages ; for Scindiah is said to have been very profuse in 
his promises as to what was to constitute the dowry of 
the young lady, Unpoora Bace, then about seven or eight 
years of ages A deputation was sent by Scindiah to con- 
duct the bridegroom to Gwalior, and he engaged to give 
a lakh of Rupees to defray the charges of his outfit for 
the journey in a style becoming his rank, also a thousand 
Kupees per “diem for his expenses during his sojourn at 
Gwalior, besides provender and provisions for his suite: and, 
to give further éclat to the ‘occasion, a British Officer was 
deputed to accompany him. Shortly after the arrival of the 
Powdr at Gwalior, the marriage was celebrated with the usual 
pomp and ceremony; but the anticipated advantages did not 
ensue, for, although the Dhar Authorities entertained confi- 
dent expectations of obtaining from Scindiah as a marriage 
portion thé cession of’ the- Amjera tribute, and of the 
Districts of Baug and Bancaneer, in Nimar, with Dectaun, in 
Malw. a, all contiguous to and intermixed with the present 
Dhar p possessions, and estimated altogether at about a lakh 
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of Rupees, Dectaun alone was the only portion given by 
Scindiah to Dhar, and even that has since been unceremo- 
niously resumed by the present ruler of Gwalior. 


’ The good disposition of the young Rajah, Ramchunder 
Rao, the efficienéy of the management of Bapoo Rughooyauth, 
and the strong interest which the Regent Baee ever,evjnced 
in the walfare of her adopted son, combinedsto render un- 
necessary after this period the exercise of the authority which 
the British Government had agquired as the political guar: 
dians of the Principality ; and the futtire. interference iif %s" 
affairs seems to have heen exclusively limifed to thé mediation 
and settlement of boundary and other disputes with the 
contiguous Authorities. Collisions of this kind were almost. 
unavoidable in the progress of the re-occupation -and 
restoration of lands which had long been desolate and 
abandoned, and they could be averted of remedied only by 
the intervention of the paramount power. 


Early in the year 1826 intelligence was received at 
Dhar of the dangerous illness of Dowlut Rao Scindiah; and. 
Bapoo Rughoonauth, ever mindful of the interests of the Prin- 
cipality, thought this a fitting occasion to proceed with his 
young master %o Gwalior a second time, and to renew those 
efforts which had hitherto proved unsuccessful in obtaining 
from Scindiah any pdrt of the anticipated advantages of the 
recent family alliance. The ostensible objects of this j journey 
were, that the young Powar might offer his condolences to his 
suffering relative, and at the same time embrace the oppor- 
tunity of escorting back, his bride, who, on account of her 
youth, had been left at Gwalior ever since the celebration of 
the marriage. -The occasion, seemed propitious fer the 
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accomplishment of the Minister’ views, but the event 
disappointed expectation. Scindiah partially surmounted his 
illness for that time, and the parties were allowed to return 


‘ to Dhar with no further success than that of obtaining the 


transfer of Dectaun, which, as formerly mentioned, has since 
been wesumed. 
cS) 

Bapog Rughoonauth, however, seems to have established 
himself in the good graces of Scindiah during this visit, for, 
shortly after his return tog Dhar, he received a summons 
“Trott thate Chief, inviting him again to repaiz to Gwalior in 
view to his nominktion to the, office of Dewan, or Karbaree, 
recently become vacant by the death of Gokul Parak, who 
had long administered the affairs of Gwalior. Bapoo Ru- 
ghoenauth’ obeyed the summons, and, though not regularly 
installed as the Minister of the Gwalior State, was never- 
theless entrusted with the chief management of affairs 
whilst Scindiah lived : this, however, was only for a short 
period, for, towards the end of the year, he suffered a relapse, 
which terminated in his death in the month of March 
following. This event having changed the whole face of 
affairs at that Court, and Bapoo Rughoonauth, not liking his 
precarious position among his new associates, voluntarily 
relinquished his charge and returned to Dhar, where he 
resumed his former situation. 


3 ’ 
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The attention of the British Government was about 
this period attracted to the scheme’of restricting the growth 
and suppresting - the exportation, of Malwa opium in view 
to protect its “monopoly of thaj drug, and Dhar was 
included in the number. of petty States with which,we 
entered into engagements far that purposa. The nature of 
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y 


oy, 


1: REPORT UPON THE DHAR STATE. 


these engagements is already ‘well known, as well as that 
the scheme was abandoned soon after its adoption owing to 
the outery raised against it by an influential public func- 
tionary ; it may suffice, therefore, to state that on this occasion - 
the Dhar Authorities evinced the most cordial disposition. to 
meet the views of the British Government, expressing 
themselves deeply sensible of the benefits they had derived 
in the security and comfort they had so long enjoyed under 
British protection. 


bf a a 
This conyiction of sccurity was, however, 300n ater 


. materially weakened by the.circumstances of a cransaction 


which occurred towards the close of the year 1829; this 
was the retrocession.to Dhar of the Birseeah District after . 
having been in our possession for nine or ten years. -The 
British Government, having been disappointed in the ex- 
pectations formed of its productiveness, resolved that the 
district should be given back to Dhar, and accordingly 
directed that “a negotiation should be forthwith opened 
with the Powar for effecting that object.” In the instructions 
issued on this occasion it was observed that ‘in the actual 
state of the public finances it would be a matter of impor- 
tance that the British Government should be relieved from 
the consequences of so manifestly improvident a bargain ;” 
and‘anticipating the objections of tae Dhar State to resume 
a possession which, on account of its distance, it had before 
declared its inability to manage, the Resident was “ autho- 
rized to offer to the Dhar State the restoration of its right 
to assess and collect the -sayer of Allee Monun if that 
concession would be agrecable to the Rajah and tend to 
secure his willing concurrence in the abrogation of the 
Agreement of January 1822.” That the value of th€ right 
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in question may be properly appreciated, it is necessary to 
obServe. that the cause of its transfer to the British Govern- 
ment, in the first instance,“ was the great trouble and 
difficulty experienced by the Dhar Authorities in realizing 
the collections of the Sayer of Allee Mohun ; nothing, 
therefore, could be farther from their wish than to avail 
themselves of the proffered concession even if unaccom- 
panied by any conditions. 
In reporting to Goverament the result of his negotia- 
“tints with-the Dhar~Authorities, the Resident observes— 
« Bapoo Raghoonauth, to whom I first mentioned the subject, 
received the overture very coldly, and merely remarked that 
. they were very well satisfied with the, present arrangement 
and- had no wish to change it ;” and, after noticing that the 
Rajah had afterwards also expressed himself to the same 
effect, adds—+‘ I conceive, however, that the answer conveys 
the real sentiments of the Dhar Authorities, that is to say, 
they would willingly allow mattersto remain as they are, but 
if it is an object with the British Government that they 
should take back Birseeah, they would agree to do so.” 
“On receipt of this report the British Government 
desired that “the first opportunity should be taken for the 
renewal of the negotiation before prescribed relative to the 
retrocession of Perguunah Birseeah to the State of Dhar;” 
and, in reference to the remark contained in the Resident’s 
Report, it was observed—* I am directed to add, that it is 
unquestionably an object to the British Government to 
be released from the burthensome obligation of paying to 
one of the petty States under its protection an annual 
contribution, averaging at Rupees 50,000; as the price of 
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rnianaging a portion of. its territory from which we derive 
no shadow of advantage.” - 


In conformity with these instructions, the negotiation 
was again renewed, and the Dhar Authorities, deeming it 
fruitless to offer any objections to a measure which,_ how- 
ever much they deprecated, they could not hope to avert, 
yielded at length a reluctant assent couched in. the folfowing 
terms :—‘ The Birseeah Pergunnah has hitherto been held in 
the possession’ cf the Hon’ble Company’s Authorities on the 
cortdition of pzying the sum of one laki. of Rupees annuail: ; 
but as they now propose to annul the contract, it is proper 
their wishes should be complied with.” 

in notifying the formal assent of Dhar to the pro- 
position of the British Government, Bapoo Rughoonauth took 
occasion to reiterate his request, that, instead of the Per- 
gunnah being transferred to Dhar, it might be exchanged 
for some equivalent territory of Scindiah’s more conveniently 
situated in respect to the rest of the Dhar possessions, and 
solicited the good offices of the British Government for 
effecting such an arrangement, concluding his commu- 
nication in these words: “In the eyent of the Pergunnah 
being transferred to Dhar, and the Rajpoot Chiefs of that 
quarter, owing to the new arrangements and their turbulent 
dispositions, should object to pay the just dues of the State 
and create disturbances, the assistance of the English 
Government will be necessary in establishing the authority 
of the Dhar State.” ; = 


To meet the wish of the Dhar Authorities, a reference 
was made to Gwalior to know if the proposed exchange 


= 
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could be effected, but the answer returned proving unfa, 
vorable, the matter was dropped, and Dhar resumed 
possession of the Pergunnah towards the close of the 
year 1830. 


“It must be confessed that the circumstances of this 
transaction were ill calculated to raise the reputation of 
the British name in Malwa. Financial difficulties could 
hardly warrant our insisting-on the abrogation of a “solemn 
Agreement contrary to the will of the other contracting 
“party. Ne-compact can ever be secure if the party which 
afterwards iinds it has made an improvident bargain shall. 
on that account be at liberty to revoke it. Some excuse 
might, pérhaps, have been found for annulling the contract 
had -we been betrayed into it in the first instance by any 
fraud or concealment, but no such imputation could with 
any: color of justice be cast on Dhar, for the pergunnah 
had been under our own management for three years previous 
to the deed of agreement by which it was ceded in perpetuity ; 
it was, therefore, our own fault if we overrated its capabilities, 
or suffered it co deteriorate through defective management. 
The term “negotiation” seems ill suited to characterjze an 
affair in which one of the parties had manifestly little or no 
option, nor does it appear to be a very just representation 
of the facts of the case to assume that the British Govern- 
ment was “ paying to one of the petiy States under its 
protection an annual contribution, averaging at Rupees 
50,000, as the price of managing a portion of its territory.” 
It has been already shown that the pergunnah was per- 
manently alienated, and, consequently, no longer a portion 
of Dhar, but of British Territory ; that we managed it for 
ourselves, and not for that State ; and that we had collected 
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and appropriated its reyenue for many ycars. In no sense, 
therefore, could it be justly said that we were paying*an 
annual or any other contribution to one of the petty States 
under our protection; we were merely paying, as we were 
bound to do, the price of our acquisition of the pergunnah. 


The cause most commonly assigned for the éecrease in 
the revenues of Birsceah during the last -years of our 
management is that of over-assessment in the first instance, 
but this will hardly be deemed satisfactory by those who 
advert to the- high character-of the individual- (botl: as 
.a Revenue and Political Officer) by. whom tue original 
assessments were made, for it appears from the subjoined 
Statement (extracted from the official Returns of the per- 
gunnah) that the amount of revenue realized in his ¢ime 
very nearly corresponded with that of the assessments :— 


Assessments. ~ Revenue realized.’ 
For 1820-21 w. Rs. 93,826 o. Rs. 93,523 ; 
» 1821-22 .., y, 1,06,021 ce yy 1,04,021 
wo 1822-23... 1,21,528 : 
» 1888-24 ...,, 140,986 


To what extent the assessments for the last two years were 
realized is not uscertainable from the records of the Indore 
Residency, a transfer of superirtendence having %‘aken 


place on the death of the Officer above alluded to, which 
oceurred in August 1828. 


From that period the accounts of the Porgunnah seem 
to have been rendered to the Agent in the Saugor and 
Nerbudda Territories, as appears by. the following extract 
from a Report made to Government by that Officer in the 
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year 1829 on the subject of the revenues of Shujawulpore 
an@ Birsecah :—**The mean annual receipts from the per- 
gunnah (Birseeah) for the past nine years amounted to 
Rupees 74,827, exclusive of the Sayer;” and the same 
Renort adds—“ The Amil, Kundee Rao, is represenéed to have 
collected, nearly half a century back, as much as Rupees 
1,12,000, cxelusive of what was realized from all the mis- 
cellaneous imvosts and taxes.” 

In the year 1832 a serious insurrecticn broke out 
in tne Dhae Territories, occesioned by the nretensions- of 


a youth, named Uachet Rao, giving himself out as the. 


legitimate son of Morar Rao Powar, a former competitor 
for the Dhar guddee, and the reputed son of Jeswunt Rao 
Powar, who was slain at the battle of Panniput. 


- Morar Pao’s own history being involved in obscurity, 
no satisfactory account could ever be obtained of the validi- 
ty of the claims of his reputed son; of the evidences 
brought forward by Ouchet Rao, none of them could depose 
as to dates, or give any connected account of the different 
vicissitudes in the life of Morar Rao, or of the places 
in which he and his family successively resiced. Tt appear- 
ed in general from their accounts that Morar Rao carried 
on a’ struggle with the Dhar Authorities for a period of 
about 10 years, during which time he was twice imprisoned 
by Holkar’s Troops: he was often driven from one pgrt 
of the country to another with only a few followers, desti- 
tute of the means of subsistence ; at other times in command 
of thousands, when he gained , considerable advantages over 
his enemies, but was-ultimately compelled to quit the Dhar 
Territdries, and, it is supposed, soon after-died. The sud- 
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flen and general rising of the Bheels in favor of Ouchet 
Rao has been ascribed partly to their former attachnient 
to his reputed father, who, it is allowed, had acquired 
great influence over them in the course of his contests for 
the posseg@tion of Dhar, and partly to resentment for some 
recent injuries which they considered themselves to. have 
suffered from some of the subjects of that State. ~ _ 

The consequences of this insurrection were very dis- 
astrous to Dkar, for, besides the plundering and burning 
of numerous villages, the ineurgents-are supposed” to iave 
captured and driven off to their fastnesses in the jungles 
not less than 3,000 head of cattle, exclusive of other 
booty. In galling for the aid of the British Authorities, 
to quell these outrages, Bapoo Rughoonauth states—‘ A} the 
villages are deserted, and the country will be lost unless 
something be done immediately.” Through the interposition 
of the British Authorities the insurrection was gradually 
suppressed, though the arrangement mediated between 
the contending parties did not prove satisfactory to either 
on account of the immeasurable distance between their 
respective pretensions. On the one hand, the Dhar Authori- 
ties thought themselves entitled to demand the summary 
punishment of the insurrectionists without reference to 
the cause of the disturbances ;-and- on the other, the sasur- 
gents were so much elated with the uninterrupted success 
thay had met with, that they at first declined the mediation 
of the British Authorities, alleging that they had no cause 
of quarrel with the English, and did not wish for their 
interference; that their object was to maintain the rights 
of. their Chief, and to redress the injuries which he as 
well as themselves had sustained at the hands of Dhar; 
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and that they felt themselves fully. competent to the task. 
they had undertaken. Matters being in this state, it became 
necessary to send a detachment of British Troops to - 
the scene of the disturbance, a medsure which soon 
had the desired effect of moderating the high tone of 
the insurgents. The result was, that Ouchet Rao and 
some of his followers, on an assurance of safety and that 
their claims would be enquired into, came into the British 
Camp; both parties. having previously agreed to refer the 
adjustment.of their differences to the arbitzation of the 
Brivish Government cad to akide by its decision. After a 
minute invéstigatiou into all the circumstances, the conclu- 
sion arrived at was, that the prepondérance of evidence was 
greatly in favor of Ouchet Rao’s title to be considered as a son 
of Morar Kao, but whether legitimate or illegitimate could 
not be ascertained; italso appeared that the grievances com- 
plained of by the Bheels were not altogether without founda- 
tion. On the whole, therefore, it was considered a suitable 
arrangement that Ouchet Rao should be assigned a mainte- 
nance of Rupees 209 per mensem for life out of the Dhar 
revenues, in consideration of which he agreed to desist from_, 
his pretensions and to cause the restoration of the cattle 
and_ other booty which had been-carried off in the course of 
the disturbances. The fixing so liberal a provision for Ouchet 
Rao as exceedingly distasteful to the Dhar Authorities, by 
whom he had always been considered aud treated as a slave 
and made to perform the most menial offices on a scanty 
pittance of Rupees 6a month. Tne question, however, for 
the consideration of the British Authorites was not simply 
the sum that might be deemed a suitable provision for him as 
the son of Morar Rao, but at what amount or on what 
terms the Dhar Territories could be secured from similar 
& r 
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invasions. After what had occurred, it may well be doubted 

whether the Dhar Authorities of themselves could -have 

purchased the future forbearance of Ouchet Rao and his 
Bhecl friends on such favorable terms. Bapoo Rughoonauth, 

on hearing that the arrangement had becn sanctioned. by 

the British Government, peevishly exclaimed—“ If such is 

to be the reward of treachery and rebellion, what State can 

exist P” 


In Octobér 1833 the Dhar Rajah died after a short 
illtess of cleven days and inthe 24th year of n’s age, he 
left one daughter but, no son ; and agreeably to usage in such 
cases, his widow, Unpoora Bace, adopted the son of one of the 
nearest relatives of the family, Jeswunt Rao Powar, of Mool- 
tan. The adoption having received the sanction of British 
Government, the young Rajah, by name Mulhar Rao, was 
installed in the month of April following; he was about 
eleven years old at the time of his accession, on which occa- 
sion he assumed the name of his father. 


In the early part of the year 1885 Scindiah sent a 


detachment of Troops into Malwa with directions to resume 
possession of Dectaun; shortly afterwards the Birsceah 
District was also scized by a party of Sebundees, headed 
by onc Deola Poonwar, who pretended he was acting 
under the orders and authority of Unpoora Baee. The 
connection between these two events is not very intelligible, ; 
but the general impression provailing at the time ascribed 

the seizure of Birseeah to. the resentment entertained by 
Baizee Baee and other friends of the young lady at Gwalior 
for the unjust resumption of Dectaun, and that they con- 
templated the s~paration of her interests from those of the 
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existing Authorities at Dhar in view to the ultimate removal 
of the latter and the establishment of their own ascendancy. 
Unpoora Baee herself always disclaimed all knowledge of 
these intrigues, and repudiated the idea of having ever har- 
boured any designs inimical to the welfare of her adopted 
son. ‘The British Government appearing to take no interest 
in the matter, it was never investigated. No remonstrance 
was made to the Gwalior Durbar against the injustice of 
resuming Dectaun, nor was any assistance afforded for the 
recovery of Birseeah. In reply to the application for that 
“pur, ose, the British Covernment observed —“ The Dhar Au- 
thorities will of course adopt what measures they think 
proper with a view to expel and punish the persons who 
have taken possession of Birseeah.” 


Considering the manner in which the pergunnah had 
been thrown hack on their hands, this ungracious refusal to 
assist in its recovery when it had been wrested from them 
could not fail to impress the Dhar Authorities with very 
unfavorable sentiments of British generosity, and which 
they took no pains to conceal: fortunately” for Dhar,_. 
it so happened that the solicited aid was not necessary. 
The invaders, who for the most part werc mere Soldiers 
of tortune, hastily drawn together for the occasion and 
witheut any common object, had been in possession only a 
short time, when they fell into dissensious among themselves, 
many of them separating from and deserting their leader. 
The Chowdrees of the pergunrah, cucouraged by a knowledge 
of these circumstances, assembled the Village Sebundees, 
and by a sudden attack succecded in seizing the head of the 
band and dispersing his few remaining followers, an exploit 
by whivh the. Amil’s authority was immediafcly restored. 
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- ‘Lhe Dhar Authorities took this* opportunity to renew 
their request, either that the pergunnah should be again 
. taken under British management and the proceeds paid 
to Dhar, or that it should be rented to some other State, 
still continuing under the control of the paramount authori- 
ty. The request was complied with, and the district has 
been once more transferred to British management on the 
eomiitions proposed. 

The Dhar-State about this period had to lament the 
loss of its old and faithful Minister,-Bapoo Righoonautl, : 
who, after a painful and lingering illness ‘of several months, 
expired in July 1836, between 60 and 70 years of age. 


His third son, Ramchunder Bapoo, who hid assisted 
him in the Administration for many months previous to 
his death, has succeeded to the management of.affairs, which 
he has hitherto conducted with zeal and ability and much 
to the satisfaction of all parties. The revenues of Dhar 
in 1826-27 were estimated at about 4 lakhs per annum, and 

as they appear to have remained nearly stationary frdm 
that. time to the present, it may be presumed that the 
possessions of this State are not susceptible of a ‘much 
greater degree ‘of improvement or prosperity than they have 
already attained. o 6 co 


. e - 


The young Rajah has redently been affianced to 
Nanee Baee (about 7 or 8 years of age), the daughter 
of Bawajee Gurwud, Potel of Tankwa, a village in the Poona 
Territory ; and the daughter of the late Rajah Ramchunder 
Rao Powar was about the same time marricd to Appa Sahib, 

. a son of Baskar,Rao Bandce, of Candeish. 


. . 
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It has been ju@tly observed “how important every 
subject is that connects in the remotest degree with that 
reputation for good faith which can only be considered - 
our strength while it exists unimpaired in the minds of 
the Natives ; and in this view the most scrupulous attention 
should be paid to their understanding of every articlé of 
the Agtooments we make with them, for no local advantage, 
nor the promotion of any pecuniary interest, can compen- 
sate fdx the lightest injury to this corner-stone of our 
power in India.” The cage of the Dhar Principality will 

>serxe to show that this priaciple of action -has not im all 
instances een rigidly observed, and that it is not alto- _ 
gether without reason we are reproached with having failed ” 
, to realize those expectations which our professions and the 
chayatter"of our first measures were calculated to excite. 
The Dhar Authorities ever considered the retrocession of 
Biyseeah as-a breach of faith, and our subsequent refusal 
to assist in its’ recovery an infraction of Treaty; they 
likewise thought that the spirit of our engagements rendered 
it obligatory on the British Government to prevent the 
Yesumption ef Dectaun by Scindiah when it had been ceded. . 
in perpetuity by formal Sunnud: and they complained, 
that} by the withdrawal of that support which had heretofore 
been accorded, their feudatory Rajpoot Thakoors had been 
enceuraged to withhold-the-legitimate claims of the State ; 
and finally, that, by the change tio a colder-system of policy, 
they derived none of that assistance which was promised 
towards restraining the depredatichs of their Bheel subjects. 
With ail tliese drawbacks, however, this Principality is by 
no means insensible of the advantages of its connection 
with the British Government; on the contrary, freely admits 
the obligations it is under for the degree of comfort and - 
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prosperity now enjoyed as compara with its previous 
condition. The sentiments of the people of Malwa <e- 
garding the present system of British rule may be stated 
in a few words: they assert that it affords no adequate 
security for person and property; that the country is still 
overrun with associated bands of plunderers, who, either 
through the imbecility or indifference of the Native Govern- 
ments, or the connivance of their Local Authorities, are per- 
mitted to follow their vocation with little interruption ; 
that they are vrithout redress for the injuries and oppressions 
of their Mahratta rulers, -by ‘whom the very -name~ of 
_ justice is treated with derision; and lastly, that, by our 
refusing to interfere in cases of disputed succession, we 
leave opén a door for return to that state of anarchy in 
which we first found them. There can be no doubt that. 
the scenes which we have of late witnessed in Malwa are 
but too well calculated to produce these impressions, for 
scarcely a guddce or musnud has become vacant, that there 
has not been forthwith a struggle for the succession : witness 
Gwalior, Indore, Dhar, Bhopal, Jhaboos, and other places. 
. -We know from the incessant calls made for our*interpositiou 
in euch cases that the Native States themselves consider 
it as no boon thet they are left to the choice of theirown 
rulers; they, on the contrary, ascribe to this identical cause 
most of the evils under which-they labor, and at this very 
time are looking towards Bhopal in apprehension of a 
renewal of those scenes of bloodshed and disorder which 
so-recently desolated the Jhebooa Territories. If it be 
considered for whose sake, or oa what account, tue mischiefs 
of civil warfare are so often incurred in Malwa, it will 
generally be found that the worthless candidates for power 
~ seldom either of them possess the claim of hereditary right 
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or lineal descent. Ofthe Chiefs of the several States named 
above, not one has attained his present position in regular 
course of legitimate succession; they cannot even claim > 
kindred with the soil or people over whom their chance 
adoption-enables them to tyrannize: under these circum- 
stances, it may be a question well worthy the consideration 
of an entightened Government, whether the interests of 
humanity and the gencral welfare would not be greatly 
promotel by the paramount power taking upon itself 
the decision. of all future. cases of disp:ted succession. 
. Lhe past eannnot be recalle?, nor the confidence which is 
once shakin easily restored, but much may still be done - 
to conciliate and recover the good feeling once enjoyed; and, 
_with reference to the ties by which we are boufd to the 

tates of sfalwa, it will, perhaps, be considered equally our 
interest and our duty to endeavour to ameliorate the condition 
of its people by the removal of the evils of which they 
complain. 


If the preparer of this Report, in attempting to point 
out what seem to be defects in our present system of rule-— 
in Malwa, a country whose condition from various eases 
is perhaps without parallel iz all History. should have 
expressed his sentiments with more frecdom than may seem 
becoming in an individual cf his humble station, he trusts 
the error will be imputed soleiy to~an carnest desire to 
uphold the reputation of the British name, and to promote, 
to the best of his poor ability, the welfare of a people with 
whom he has been so long associated, 


Inporg, : ~ (8d.) T. Rozinson, 
The 7th June 1837. ; - 1st Assistant. 
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Brom J. Bax, Esq., Resident, Indore, to W. H. Macnacuren, Esq., 

Secretary to Government of India, Fort William,—(No. 129, dcted 

the 14th June 1837.) 

In reference to your letter under date the 17th October 
1833, I have the honor to forward, to be laid before the 
Right Ilon’ble the Governor General of India in Counci:, 
the accompanying sketgh of the British relations with the 
Dewass State. 


- + Sketch ef the British relatiess with the Dewass Siate. ze 
7 Tux Treaty with the Rajahs of Dewass is‘dated the 
12th of December 1818, and consists of the allowing 
Articles *— 


I. The British.Government will grant its protection 
to the Mahurajahs Tookoojee Powar and Anunc Rao Powar, 
joint Rajahs of Dewass. 


II. The Rajahs Tookoojee Power and Anund Rao 
—YPowar engage that, in addition to the attenaants of their 
perscns, and the Sebundees of the country, they will keep 
up and reguleriy pay fifty good Horse and fifty Foot well 
armed, who,shall be at the disposal of the British Governe 
ment; and after three years, as the revenues of the aforcsaid 
Rajahs of Dewass will be augmented by the increase of 
inhabitants and cultivation, one hundred Horse and one 
hundred Foot shall be kept up and be at the disposal of 
the British Government. 


III. The British Government will protect the Rajahs 
-of Dewass in their present possessions of the Meials of 
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these ihreg years, the Rajahs of Dewass will consider 
themsclves entitled to their share of 7 per cent. on whatever 
sum may be realized after the deduction of expenses. 


VII. The Rajahs of Dewass, with a view to the im- 
provement of their possessions, agree to act by a vnion of 
authority, and to administer the affairs of their Previnces 
through one public Minister or Chief Officer” 


; Qnd.—The Rajahs of Dewass may be cad to owe all 
they possess to the protection afforded them Ly the ebove 
Treaty, for, previous to the appearance ‘of the British Troops 
in Malwa, the condition of this petty State’ was most 
wretched; its manifest weakness had encouraged all its 
tributaries, one after another, to withhold’ their paynients ; 
several of its districts had been wrested from it, and those 
that remained were laid waste by--plunaerers of svery 
description. On recovering in some degree from its 
depression, the annual revenue was estimated at Rupees 
1,21,556, but it now amounts to avout Rupees 4,25,0005 


“-.and nothing material has occurred since the Treaty to 


dissub the general tranquillity of the Principality. — 


3rd.—The Thakoor of Ragooghur may be cited as the 

only one of the Rajah’s dependants who has of late years 

been a frequent source of-trouble to them either by with- 

_holding his tanka or epgaging in acts of plunder and robbery. 
Ragooghur forms a small talook of 11 villages, which 

at jresent produces a revenue of about Rupees 11,000 

annully (and, if wcll managed, would yield, it is said, 

Rupees 15,000), out of which the Thakoor pays. a_quit-rent 

of Rupees 7,175 to Dewass. The settlemcnt. between tha 











